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BEING PERFECT VS. 
PERFECTIONISM 


By Fr. George Morelli 


“Be you therefore perfect, as also your heavenly 
Father is perfect” (Mat. 5:48). 

These words that Jesus Christ gave to his apostles, 
disciples and the multitude on the Mount must be 
taken to heart by every follower of Jesus Christ. We 
can look to the Church Fathers to help us understand 
what “being perfect” really means. The Fathers were 
surprisingly realistic in understanding the rich spiri- 
tual meaning of these words. They were far from the 
modern meaning of the term, where “being perfect” is 
understood as “perfectionism” and regarded as a cog- 
nitive-emotional aberration by mental health clini- 
cians and researchers. 


St. Diadochos of Phototiki tells us: 
For what is considered perfection in a pupil is far 
from perfect when compared with the richness of 
God, who instructs us in love which would still 
seek to surpass itself, even if we were able to climb 
to the top of Jacob’s ladder by our own efforts. 


St. Makarious of Egypt states: 
Thus aspiring to perfection, two of the best things 
come about, provided we struggle diligently and 
unceasingly, we seek to attain this perfect measure 
and growth; and we are not conquered by vanity, 
but look upon ourselves as petty and mean because 
we have not yet reached our goal. 


St. Makarious again warns us: 
Hence, if we do not know how to discriminate, we 
fancy that we have attained something great and 
begin to think highly of ourselves, deluding our- 
Selves that we have reached the final stage of puri- 
fication, though this is very far from the truth. 


Ultimately perfection does not come from the indi- 
vidual but from God. “But the God of all grace, who 


Fecioara, i 2 sei aa ey ep a he Ree 3- : : : 
acon Maica Preoteasa 23-24 hath called us unto His eternal glory in Christ. Jesus, 
ADE) GG SALE Dope atei kh, SOE ca eee 24 Cont. on page 11 
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MICHIGAN DEANERY CELEBRATES THE 
ARCHBISHOP’S 25™ ANNIVERSARY 
“By the Mercy of God and the Will of the People” 


As other Episcopate deaneries had previously done, 
ve Michigan Deanery hosted the (final) observance 
* His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel's Anniver- 
ary of Episcopal Consecration, which took place 25 
“ars ago on November 15. The November 12-13 
vent was held at the Cathedral Church of St George, 
»ordinated by the Deanery Clergy, and Chaired by 
„e Dean, Archpriest Laurence Lazar. The weather 
sas clear and comfortable. 

„For Saturday evening Great Vespers the Archbishop 
as greeted at the doors of his Cathedral by St George 
ishioner Joseph Bucciarelli who welcomed the hi- 
arch with Bread & Salt on behalf of the laity; and 
urteen priests and five deacons (diocesan priests: 
aurence Lazar, Mihail (Filimon), Romey Rosco, 
„eonte Copacia, George Carstea, John Mihut, lustin 
apsa, Dionisie (Rodila), Anton Frunza and Dimitrie 
‘incent; Archdeacon David Oancea, Deacons Sabin 
„op, Horatiu Balanean and Constantin Katsilas; also 
=rving were priests: Roman Star, Michael Matsko, 
"asyl Kuzmych, Panayot Pomukov, and Deacon James 
ogozan. The responses were led by Deacon C. 
sheorghe Antonescu, Subdeacon John E. Lazar, Reader 
onald Muresan, and Theologian Alexandru Radulescu. 
ther clergy also were present. On behalf of the clergy, 
“r Matsko offered a brief homily reflecting on the 
archbishop’s concern for the clergy and his service to 
ne Church of metro Detroit. His Eminence then 
movingly spoke of our need to be ever thankful for 
Jod’s blessings and to remember the countless people 
who carry heavy burdens and are in need of love and 
_ssistance. The service concluded with everyone ven- 
“rating the relic of the Holy Great Martyr George. 

Reassembled in the Cathedral Cultural Center’s 
Metes Hall and after the blessing was given, V Rev 
Roman Star offered best wishes as President of the 
Zlergy and Council of Orthodox Christian Churches 
+f metro Detroit. With that, a lavish, formal Recep- 

ion, featuring foods offered by the ladies of Sts Peter 
% Paul and St George parishes, was then enjoyed by 
all. 

Resurrection Matins on Sunday began at 8:30 am, 
again) with Reader R Muresan and A Radulescu leading 
che responses. Then, with the sound of bells, the hon- 
red Archbishop was greeted with red roses by Eliza- 
beth, Gabrielle and Leah Kalugar at the doors of his 
Cathedral, and with the holy Gospel and Cross by 
concelebrants: V Rev Archimandrite Roman (Braga) 
of Dormition Monastery, V Rev Archimandrite Dr 
Mihail (Filimon), Abbot of Ascension Monastery, V 
Rev Dean Laurence Lazar, Fr Iustin Capsa, Archdea- 
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con David Oancea, and Deacons Sabin Pop and C 
Gheorghe Antonescu. Throughout the weekend's ser- 
vices, Subdeacons Tom Rosco, Robert Aaron Mitchell 
(and Alex Matsko) assisted. 

During the Hierarchal Divine Liturgy, the Cathe- 
dral Choir, directed by Sbdn JE and Psa Anita Lazar, 
beautifully led the liturgical responses; The beloved 
Fr Roman (Braga) offered the Sermon on the day's 
Gospel reading of the Good Samaritan; Subdeacon 
James Goodwin was ordained deacon for the Dormition 
Monastery; and, being that it was his feast day, a relic 
of St John Chrysostom was carried in the liturgical 
processions. At the conclusion, an Anniversary Ser- 
vice of Thanksgiving was celebrated, and all sang 
“Many Years”. 

While hundreds of parishioners and friends gath- 
ered for the (scheduled) 1:15 pm Anniversary Dinner, 
a private reception was offered in the Library for the 
Archbishop and invited guests. In time, all rose to 
sing the hierarchal anthem as His Eminence entered 
the festively arranged St George Hall of the Cathedral 
Cultural Center. 

After the Lord’s Prayer was sung and the blessing 
was received, Dean Calvert of the Center for Ortho- 
dox Christian Studies toasted the Archbishop. Every- 
one was then directed to the wonderfully arranged 
buffet (which included table-carved roast beef and a 
variety of other foods) and, as they enjoyed their 
dinner, musician Diana Lungu filled the room with 
lovely violin music. 

Seated in the center, at the Archbishop’s table, 
were Fr Laurence & Psa Anita Lazar; Clergy & COCC 
President Fr Roman & Psa Star; Orthodox Brother- 
hood-USA President George & Dorothy Aldea; Na- 
tional AROY President Sbdn John E Lazar. Also present 
were: Honorary Consul of Romania, Mr John Rakolta, 
Jr; the national board of AROY; the Parish Priests, 
Deacons and Attached Clergy of the Michigan Dean- 
ery parishes; the board of the Center for Orthodox 
Christian Studies; and others. Within the pages of the 
program booklet were letters from His Beatitude, 
Metropolitan Herman, and His Grace, Auxiliary Bishop 
Irineu whose responsibilities out-of-state prevented 
his participation. Also listed were the names of the 
honored ($1,000) Grand Benefactors, ($500) Bene- 
factors, and the Patrons whose thoughtfulness, along 
with all the participants who purchased tickets for the 
event, ensured that the proceeds of the day would 
generously benefit the Archbishop’s Charity Endow- 
ment Fund of the diocese, as directed by His Emi- 

Cont. on page 6 
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R.O.E.A. CLERGY CONFERENCE 
AND RETREAT 


Participants at the Clergy Conference / Retreat with His 


Bishop Irineu. 


Participants at the Clergy Conference / Retreat with 
His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel and His Grace, 
Bishop Irineu. 

Continuing in the established annual tradition, at 
the beginning of each November, Southern California 
hosts the spiritual retreat of the clergy belonging to 
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America. This year, 
the gathering took place November 7-10, 2005, at 
“Sacred Heart” Catholic Monastery, in Alhambra. 

The two hierarchs of the Diocese, His Eminence 
Archbishop Nathaniel and His Grace Bishop Irineu, 
along with 30 active clergy in our Episcopate’ s par- 
ishes and missions from across the USA and Canada, 
spent four days together in spiritual living, daily prayer, 
and attendance to theological lectures and pastoral 


Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel and His Grace, 


clergy confessed to one another, benefiting from the 
valuable time for personal reflection, meditation, etc. 


From the theological presentations, we mention the 


following: 


I The priest, husband, father and shepherd, a pre- 
sentation by V. Rev. Archimandrite Joseph Mor- 
ris, was highly praised by the participants. Di- 
vided into four groups, the clergy thought over 
the three essential points of the presentation: 


a. The obstacles faced in our efforts to preserve 
the pure image of holy matrimony. 


b. The changes should we make in our family life 
as a result of this conference. 


i Bach d d a c. The specific actions we should undertake in 
Se > ă rT g a 9. We C Dă ; bs ns A 3 : 

IN Ver Pet Ca YOR Sea event Sr 84400 NAT our daily conduct, immediately and in the long 
in divine religious services in the chapel where the fein 
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UW 


The tithe — biblical concept, a presentation by 
Rev Deacon John Bujea, Ph.D. Deacon Bujea 
brought arguments from the Bible supporting “tith- 
ing”, the way it was applied in The Old Testa- 
ment, and in what way it should be universally 
applied and practiced as in The New Testament. 
Topics largely discussed were membership and 
pledge as currently practiced in the Episcopate’s 
parishes and missions, resulting in a financial 
diagram showing the local profit of the parishes 
and at the national level — the Episcopate’s profit, 
if the tithe system would be applied in our 
Episcopate’s parishes. 


Foresight: Episcopate and parishes in the im- 
mediate and the remote future, by Rev. Fr. Ian 
Pacurar 

Session I 
The discussions by the 4 groups on this subject 
reached 2 essential aspects: 
a. Continuous development of clergy’s activities 


b. Weaknesses (Sensitivity/Frailness) 
c. Opportunities (Opportunities/Timeliness) 
d. Threats (Vulnerability/External Threats) 

3. Enumeration of some critically strategic prob- 
lems that should be analyzed and solved by 
competent authorities to ensure the success of 
activities developed by ROEA’s parishes and 
missions. 

4. Assignment of the main objectives for 2005- 
2008, to ensure a clear vision and trajectory of 
Episcopate’s works at Diocesan and parochial 
level. 

5. Enumeration of several major changes that 
should be implemented during the 2005-2008 
timeline with the purpose of achieving the 
objectives recommended in #4. 

6. Resources needed to implement the strategies 
mentioned in #5. 

7. Recommendations regarding the ROEA Con- 
gress of 2006. 


among the parishes: V Reappraisal of AROY’s Curricula. An impres- 
b. Actions connected with youth programs, lo- sive visual presentation was given by Hierodeacon 
cally and nationally. Calinic (Berger), the AROY’s spiritual advisor. 
Representatives of the 4 groups offered summa- The lecture reached every key aspect regarding 
ries of their group’s discussion along with the the complete success of the recommended pro- 
conclusions reached by the group regarding the grams for youth at Diocesan and parochial levels: 
future of the Romanian Episcopate. Analysis was a. Objectives enumeration (VISION of success; 
made from the following angles: Parish member- NOW as a Starting point). 
ship, serving clergy, laypeople’s participation and b. Upbringing of our youth (faith in God, The 
serving (old and young) in public worship, in Holy Bible, service attendance, unconditional 
what language do we hold the service, parish love, introduction to an alternative culture). 
management, financial status, mission and evan- c. Strategy enumeration (Christian education, 
gelization, foreign relations, youth programs and enthusiasm, character, working with the clergy, 
religious education on local and national level, the necessity of working with AROY’s na- 
Christian assistance and Episcopate’s auxiliaries tional adviser). 
(ARFORA, ARCOLA, AROY, Orthodox Broth- d. Hierarchy, Coordination: ROEA, parish coun- 
erhood). Recommendations were made regarding cil, the teachers and Sunday school. 
practical changes inside each parish, all aiming at e. Present Analysis and Planning for the Future 
the spiritual and material/monetary progress of in close co-operation with missions and par- 
the ROEA’s missions and parishes. ishes’ clergy. 
f. The Present: preparation, experience assimila- 
IV Foresight: Episcopate and parishes in the im- tion, and resources analysis. 
mediate and the remote future, by Rev. Fr. lan g. Three projects: 2 spiritual retreats for the youth, 
Pacurar and a visit to “Project Mexico.” 
Session II h. Religious Symposiums for the youth. 
Each group together with The Committee of con- i. Details regarding St. Innocent Orphanage. 
tinuous development of clergy’s activities in their j. Sunday Schools (current problems analysis) i 
parishes and The Committee for projects regard- k. Sunday Schools (efforts regarding solving the 
ing youth programs, discussed and presented their enumerated problems). | 
conclusions on various aspects of parishes’ and |. Sunday Schools: ROEA’s cooperation with the 
missions’ administrative life. deaneries (financial and material resources). 
1. The present needs at the parochial and at Dioc- m.The imperative involvement of the clergy, par- 
esan level; current evaluation of the faithful ents, teachers and other volunteers in the reli- 
and of clergy’s status (of the adults in general gious upbringing process of the youth of the 
and of the youth in particular). ROEA. | | 
2. Current status at Diocesan and parochial level, n. AROY Conventions (parents involvement, pro- 
regarding SWOTS analysis: motion solely of positive activities, etc.) 
a. Strengths (Durability/Permanency ) Cont. on page 
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R.O.E.A. Clergy Conference ... 


Cont. from page 5 

o. Determine and accomplish long term objec- 
tives (each deanery’s spiritual retreats, coop- 
eration with OCF, annual visits to “Project 
Mexico”, annual Symposiums, “shaping” suit- 
able teachers for Sunday schools, etc. 

p. NOW - on parochial level (propagation of spiri- 
tual retreats, persuasion of parental/volunteers 
involvement, setting up local activities for the 
youth, etc.) 


VI Church unity from historical, theological, and 
practical point of view. Rev. Fr. Remus Grama 
gave an extensive presentation regarding the 
church’s unity throughout Christian history, viewed 
from a theological and pragmatic perspective, 
focusing on Orthodoxy in America in general and 
the two Romanian dioceses on the North-Ameri- 
can continent in particular. Benefiting from the 
presence of 4 of the 5 members of the ROEA’s 
Committee for bi-lateral dialogue of the two dio- 
ceses from America and Canada (Rev. Fathers 
Grama, Lazar, Mitescu, and Pac-Urar), partici- 
pants of the retreat were given an open, detailed 
and convincing report on the present status and 
the perspective of this dialogue regarding the re- 
construction of the unity of the two Romanian 
dioceses in North America. 


VII Visit to Holy Trinity Church and “Project 
Mexico”. On the eve of the last day of the confer- 
ence, a group of 18 clergymen, lead by HE Arch- 
bishop Nathaniel, paid a visit to the Sunland new 
property of Holy Trinity Church, and afterwards 
celebrated the Vespers Service at Holy Trinity 
Church on Verdugo Rd. — Los Angeles, followed 
by a fraternal agape offered by the hosting church. 

On the last day of the retreat, Thursday, No- 
vember 10th, after the morning session of the 
conference, 16 clergyman visited “Project Mexico” 
in Tijuana, Mexico. The project was founded in 
1988 as a pan-Orthodox action that involved young 
people in housing development for the poor with 
the purpose of improving their lives. Since 1996, 
the project extended its mission by opening “St. 
Innocent Orthodox Orphanage in Tijuana,” shel- 
tering runaway children and young orphans who 
were abandoned. Founder of this project, Mr. 
Greg Yova, is the son of departed Protodeacon 
Paul Yova, a former pillar of the ROEA. 

On November 11", with their spiritual batteries 
recharged, most of the attending clergymen went back 
to their parishes. It is there where they too will share 
with their faithful their unique spiritual experiences 
of the 4 days in Southern California. 

For a photo album of the Conference, go to http:// 
biserica.org/Pictures/Church/2005/ClergyRetreat/ 
index.html 

V. Rev. Fr. Constantin Alecse, Dean 


Michigan Deanery Celebrates ... 


Cont. from page 3 

nence. In addition, the booklet noted the invaluable 
work of Mrs Karen Persichino, who organized and 
coordinated the faithful of the Cathedral in hosting 
the receptions and meals. 

The audience was energetically entertained by the 
Tarancuta Romanian Folk Ensemble; and then, the 
Inter-Orthodox Choir Ensemble of Metropolitan De- 
troit presented Hymns to the Virgin. In conclusion, 
they sang “I Lift Up My Eyes to the Heavens” (Psalm 
121), composed by Fr Lazar and dedicated by him to 
the Archbishop for his Anniversary. 

Among the gifts presented was a set of hierarchal 
vestments commissioned by the Cathedral parish. 

Fr Lazar commented on the importance of the ACE 
Fund and gave a synopsis of the archpastorate of His 
Eminence, his accomplishments and struggles, the 
various tokens of recognition and appreciation he has 
received, etc. He ended by saying that His Eminence 
has been and is, “our Spiritual Father who loves us: 
a Preacher who feeds us on the Word and who, like 
the great St John Chrysostom, has also been known to 
be inspired to speak with a ‘Golden Mouth’: a Mis- 
sionary, who plants and nourishes new communities: 
a Shepherd, who gathers and protects his sheep, while 
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often being struck himself; a Writer, who teaches and 
speaks the Truth in love; an Administrator of proper- 
ties, budgets, a dozen departments, commissions, (5) 
national auxiliaries in two countries; a Traveler who 
travels not as a tourist, but as a servant of the Lord 
overseeing His widespread flock; a Hierarch worthy 
of honor, but who today only asks that we reach out 
to the needy through the Archbishop’s Charity En- 
dowment Fund of the diocese.” 

Archbishop Nathaniel then spoke of the spiritual 
strength he receives from the prayers of the Faithful, 
and the rich heritage he inherited from his predeces- 
sors of Thrice Blessed Memory, Bishop Policarp and 
Archbishop Valerian. He reviewed the Orthodox un- 
derstanding and teachings regarding the central place 
of the bishop within the Church, and the need for a 
Synergistic cooperation between the hierarch, the clergy 
and faithful people. He expressed appreciation for all 
who assisted his ministry in the past and those who do 
so today. 

With thanks to those whose efforts produced the 
weekend celebration, the day concluded with prayer 
and the Archbishop’s blessing. 


MANY YEARS, O MASTER! 
Thanks be to God for all things! 


Archpriest Laurence Lazar 
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THE CHURCH WITNESSES TWO ORDINATIONS 


by V. Rev. Fr. Laurence Lazar (Dean of the Cathedral), 
V. Rev. Fr. losif Bogdan of Braşov, Romania (Dn. 
John’s father), Rev. Fr. Andrei Sicoe of Braşov, 
Romania (Dn. John’s brother-in-law’s father), Rev. Fr. 
Vasile Bogdan of Brasov, Romania (Dn. John’s 
brother), Rev. Fr. Cosmin Sicoe of Regina SK (Dn. 
John’s brother-in-law), Rev. Dn. Sabin Pop (Parish 
Deacon), Rev. Dn. Cosmin Antonescu, Rev. Hdn. Dr. 
Calinic (Berger), and Subdeacons loan Bogdan & Tom 
Rosco. Responses were lead by the Cathedral’s 
Archbishop Valerian Choir under the direction of 
Subdeacon John E. Lazar and Preoteasa Anita Lazar. 
Following the services, the Ladies Auxiliary hosted a 
“Clătite Breakfast” to benefit Reach-2-Romania (an 


Hierodeacon Calinic (right) saying his first litany as a 


-Jeacon on the day of his ordination. organization which provides dairy products to orphans 
in Romania) and Saint Innocent Orphanage in Mexico. 
Rives Junction MI (15 August 2005) — During the Dn. John is a graduate of the “Andrei Șaguna” 
innual pilgrimage to the Dormition of the Mother of Orthodox Theological Institute in Sibiu, Romania, and 
jod Monastery, the clergy and faithful witnessed the earned his Master of Theology Degree from St. 
rdination into the Holy Diaconate of Riasafor Monk Vladimir Seminary in New York (May 2000). Since 
Or. Calinic (Berger) through the Laying-on-of-hands of coming to the United States in 1997, he has been an 
Tis Beatitude, Metropolitan HERMAN. Other hierarchs active member of St. Mary Cathedral in Cleveland, 
resent for the pilgrimage, in addition to more than two Ohio, where he taught Sunday School, assisted in the 
ozen priests and deacons, included His Eminence parish office, and served as Cantor. Archbishop 
MArchbishop NATHANIEL, His Eminence Metropolitan NATHANIEL blessed him as Reader & Subdeacon on 
NICHOLAS of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of March 25, 2000. At the invitation of His Eminence 
Detroit, and His Grace Bishop IRINEU. NATHANIEL, he served as Director of the Center for 
| The grandson of Fr. Axente Moise, who served Orthodox Christian Studies in Detroit, 2004-2005. On 
parishes of the Episcopate in the 1960’s, Hierodeacon Sunday, September 11, 2005, Ioan Iosif Bogdan and 
Calinic is a 1994 graduate of Holy Cross Greek Diana Klein were married by His Grace, Bishop IRINEU 
Orthodox School of Theology in _ Brookline, at St. Mary Cathedral in Cleveland, Ohio. 
"Massachusetts, and earned his Ph.D. in Historical We wish many years to Dn. John & Dsa. Diana 
Theology from the Catholic University of America in as they serve Christ and His Church! 


-2003, having as his doctoral dissertation: 7 owards a 
Theological Gnoseology: the Synthesis of Fr. Dumitru 
Stăniloae. He worked for more than 15 years as an 
Engineer in California and Massachusetts, but, feeling 
that his calling to the Church was a greater one, he was 
blessed as a Riasafor Monk on August 5, 2005, the eve 
of the Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord, at the 
Dormition of the Mother of God Monastery in Rives 
Junction, Michigan, where he currently resides and 
assists the monastery in various capacities. 

We wish many years to Hierodeacon Calinic as 
he serves Christ and the Church! 


Southfield/Detroit MI (18 September 2005) — The 
faithful of St. George Cathedral witnessed today the 
ordination of Subdeacon Ioan (John) losif Bogdan into 
the Holy Diaconate through the Laying-on-of-hands of ul | | 
His Eminence, Archbishop NATHANIEL. Dorms the His Eminence, Archbishop NATHANIEL with the newly- 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy, His Eminence was assisted ordained Deacon John and his wife, Diana. 
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WoRLp CHURCH NEWS 


Romania 


His Grace Laurentiu (Streza) Elected Metropoli- 
tan of Transylvania and Archbishop of Sibiu 

On November 3, 2005, at the Patriarchal Palace in 
Bucharest, the Church Electoral College elected His 
Grace Dr. Laurenciu Streza, Bishop of Caransebes, to 
the dignity of Metropolitan of Transylvania and Arch- 
bishop of Sibiu. The following day, the Holy Synod of 
the Romanian Orthodox Church, convened at the Pa- 
triarchal Residence under the chairmanship of His 
Beatitude Patriarch Teoctist, validated the election of 
the Church Electoral College. The enthronement of 
the new Metropolitan of Transylvania and Archbishop 
of Sibiu took take place on November 13 in Sibiu. 


His Eminence Bartolomeu (Anania) Becomes Met- 
ropolitan of Cluj, Alba-lulia, Crisana and 
Maramures 

During the session on November 4, the Holy Synod 
decided to reorganize, for pastoral-missionary rea- 
sons, the Metropolitan See of Transylvania, by divid- 
ing it into two Metropolitan Sees: 1) of Sibiu and 
Covasna and Harghita, seated in Sibiu, and 2) of Cluj, 
Alba Iulia, Crişana and Maramures, seated in Cluj- 
Napoca. 

In an interview given to the daily newspaper 
Evenimentul Zilei (Daily Event) of Bucharest in the 
November 8 edition for Transylvania, His Eminence 
Bartolomeu (Anania) explains why the setting up of 
the Metropolitan See of Cluj, Alba Iulia, Bihor and 
Maramureş was needed. “The center of the ecclesial 
authority has always followed the civil authorities, 
said the hierarch from Cluj-Napoca. Usually, the most 
important city or metropolis in the area becomes the 
Metropolitan seat. During its historical evolution, Cluj 
became the center of Transylvania.” In fact, Cluj is 
geographically closer to the heart of Transylvania. “It 
was the work of Vienna to establish the Metropolitan 
seat in Sibiu, at the edge of the Empire. The Roma- 
nians in the Empire were not allowed to build churches 
in the cities, but only at the outskirts.” 

The proposal to establish the Metropolitan See had 
been formulated some time before, but on November 
4, seven hierarchs from Transylvania submitted a writ- 
ten proposal to the Holy Synod and proposed that His 
Beatitude Patriarch Teoctist include it in the agenda. 
37 members of the Synod voted for the proposal and 
three abstained from voting. The decision of the Holy 
Synod is to be validated by the Church National As- 
sembly, which may not invalidate the decisions of the 
Holy Synod. The Church National Assembly will only 
decide upon the inclusion of the Metropolitan See 
from Cluj in the statutes of the Romanian Orthodox 
Church. 
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The Archdiocese of Vad, Feleac and Cluj Discusses 
the Reorganization of the Metropolitan See of 
Transylvania 

On November 10, the press office of the Archdio- 


cese of Vad, Feleac and Cluj sent the following — 


communiqu to the editorial office of the Religious 
Life Bulletin: ; 

“While estimating the great interest, sometimes 
excessive, off the mass media regarding the decision 
which the Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox 
Church took on November 4, 2005, concerning the 
reorganization of the Metropolitan See of Transylvania, 
and after consulting the seven Transylvanian hierarch 
signers of the proposal generating this decision, the 
Press Office of the Archdiocese of Vad, Feleac and 
Cluj declares the following: 

1. The written proposal, signed and motivated by 
strictly pastoral/missionary needs in a multi-confes- 
sional and multi-cultural area with vast European ex- 
posure, submitted two variants: a) Moving the seat of 
the Metropolitan See of Transylvania from Sibiu to 
Cluj (for a better dissemination and coordination of 
pastoral/missionary work as supported by canon 9 of 
the Synod of Antioch of 341). In case this variant is 
not approved: b) Its reorganization in two distinct 
ecclesial units, the Metropolitan See of Sibiu and 
Covasna-Harghita and the Metropolitan See of Cluj, 
Alba Iulia, Crisana and Maramures, both belonging to 
the same Church and working together for the benefit 
of their faithful. 

2. Formulated as such, the proposal passed through 
all the phases stipulated by the regulations and prac- 
tice of the synodal meetings: presentation of the text 
out loud, listing it on the daily agenda, assigning it to 
the Canonical-Juridical Commission, examination from 
all points of view, then the report of the Commission 
in plenary, with positive agreement for the second 
variant. After discussing it, His Beatitude Teoctist, 
President of the Holy Synod, submitted it to open 
vote. The proposal was approved, 37 hierarchs for and 
3 abstaining. 

3. This is in no case whatsoever a schism in our 
Church or in Transylvania. The reactions of some 
inhabitants of Sibiu are natural and understandable, 
and the interest of the press is also motivated by the 
fact that such an event occurs very seldom in the 
history of the Church and never without tension. 

4. The Holy Synod is and remains the highest ca- 
nonical, dogmatic, administrative and disciplinary 
authority of the Church; its decisions are sealed by the 
Holy Spirit and are absolutely compulsory for all its 
members and all institutions, settlements and persons 
within the bosom of the Church. According to its 
Statutes, the Church National Assembly has economic- 
administrative functions including “those which are 
not up to the competence of the Holy Synod” (article 
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); in no case does the Church National Assembly 
ve the authority to discuss a synodal decision. 

5. The signers of the proposal will participate in a 
otherly atmosphere in the ceremony for the enthrone- 
aent of the new Metropolitan, presided by His Beati- 
de Patriarch Teoctist, which will take place on 13 
lovember in the Metropolitan Cathedral in Sibiu”. 


“he Metropolitan See of Cluj-Napoca: Is this the 
seginning of a New Administrative/Territorial Or- 
nization of the Romanian Orthodox Church? 
“Providence made reality what initially the mem- 
vers of the Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox 
Yhurch had not planned, namely the setting up of a 
iew Metropolitan See of Transylvania”, writes Rev. 
rof. Dr. loan Dura from Brussels, in an article pub- 
shed in the Bucharest newspaper “Averea”, on No- 
ember 8. The present organization of the Romanian 
Orthodox Church, says Dura, does not correspond 
-ither to the present demographic situation, to the 
tate territorial division (in counties) or to an efficient 
astoral activity of the hierarchs in the huge eparchies, 
some of them in Transylvania. (...) Ever since its 
ising to the rank of Patriarchate in 1925, and since 
he communists came to power, the Romanian Ortho- 
ox Church has remained, in general — except for the 
setting up of some new dioceses — with the then ad- 
ministrative/territorial organization.” 
Rev. Dura believes that after the decision of No- 
ember 4, concerning the setting up of a new Metro- 
litan See in Transylvania, “the members of the Holy 
ynod of the Romanian Orthodox Church should think 
f an immediate, serious, complete administrative/ 
rritorial reorganization” and mentions that “Moldova 
needs another Metropolitan See, to have one in Upper 
Moldova and another one in Lower Moldova”. 
“Muntenia should also have its Metropolitan See with 
its seat at Curtea de Arges. It is not canonical — neither 
pastorally efficient in fact, that the Patriarch, who is 
also Archbishop of Bucharest, should be Metropolitan 
of Muntenia and Dobrogea at the same time. (After 
all, even the Pope is only Bishop of Rome). Further- 
more, the seat of the Metropolitan See of Muntenia 
should not be in the same building with the seat of the 
Romanian Patriarchate.) ... Dobrogea, the cradle of 
ancient and Romanian Christianity, should have had 
its Metropolitan See by now. At least the example of 
the Bulgarians who have their Metropolitan See of 
Dobrogea should have been followed. In fact, if until 
November 4, 2005, there were only five Metropolitan 
Sees in the Romanian territory, in Greece, with half 
the population of our country, there are about eighty 
metropolitan sees functioning (here almost all the hi- 
erarchs are metropolitans). 

On the other hand, great cities like Braşov, Bacau, 
Ploiesti, Pitesti and so on, should have their own 
hierarchs. And finally, the old dioceses, and first of all 
that of Ramnic, which celebrated 500 years of exist- 
ence, should be raised to the rank of archdiocese...”. 
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But now, according to Article | in the “Statutes for 
the organization and functioning of the Romanian 
Orthodox Church” in force, “the Romanian Orthodox 
Church includes the faithful of Christian Orthodox 
religion in Romania and in the Romanian Orthodox 
Diaspora as well”. We refer especially to the organi- 
zation of the Romanian Diaspora in Europe, “which 
does not correspond either to the geographic and de- 
mographic reality or to pastoral need and efficiency”. 
While one of the two Metropolitan Sees of the Roma- 
nian Orthodox Church “extends its canonical jurisdic- 
tion over nine countries, among which England, France, 
Italy, Spain, the Ecumenical Patriarchate has Metro- 
politan Sees in almost every country in Central, West- 
ern and Northern Europe”, writes Rev. Prof. Dr. loan 


Dura. 


Israel 


Theofilos sworn in as new Greek Orthodox Patri- 
arch in Holy Land 

(Associated Press — Nov. 22, 2005) Surrounded by 
hundreds of hushed supporters crowded into one of 
Christianity’s holiest sites, Theofilos III was sworn in 
Tuesday as the new Greek Orthodox Patriarch in the 
Holy Land, despite Israel’s delay in approving the 
appointment. Theofilos succeeded Irineos, who was 
ousted in May amid allegations he leased church land 
in East Jerusalem to Jewish groups interested in ex- 
panding the Jewish presence there. The long-term leases 
enraged the church’s predominantly Palestinian flock, 
which claims East Jerusalem as the capital of a future 
state. 

World Orthodox leaders stopped recognizing Irineos’ 
authority in May, but he continued to resist demands 
to step aside, saying a former aide signed the leases 
without his knowledge. Theofilos, who had been the 
metropolitan of Tabor in the Galilee, was elected to 
replace Irineos in August by the church’s Holy Synod 
in a 14-0 vote. Theofilos had served previously as a 
Greek Orthodox Church envoy in Qatar and report- 
edly has close ties to the Greek Orthodox leadership 
in the United States. 

Installation of a new patriarch traditionally requires 
the approval of Israel, Jordan and the Palestinians. 
Jordan and the Palestinians have approved Theofilos’ 
appointment, but an Israeli committee was still delib- 
erating. Church officials voiced optimism the crisis 
would be solved soon. “We hope Israel will recognize 
him, because all the Orthodox world and neo-Ortho- 
dox world has recognized him,” said Christodoulos, a 
metropolitan at the Greek Patriarchate in Jerusalem. 
He said the church had good relations with Israel, but 
asked that the country not involve itself in the inner 
workings of the church. The Foreign Ministry did not 
respond to a request for comment. Theofilos, which 
means “God’s friend” in Greek, was installed in a 
ceremony Tuesday morning inside the Church of the 
Holy Sepulcher, which stands over the reputed sites of 

Cont. on page 10 
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the crucifixion of Christ and the tomb where he was 
buried. Hundreds of clergymen, worshippers and tour- 
ists flocked into the ancient church, clapping and wav- 
ing Greek and Cypriot flags as Theofilos strode down 
the aisle for his anointment. The crowd repeatedly 
chanted “Axios,” Greek for “you are worthy.” 

“It gives real spiritual insight,” said Marina 


Emmanouil, 35, who came from Athens to attend the * 


ceremony. “I don’t think I will have the chance to see 
this again in my life.” Dozens of black-garbed clergy- 
men then marched in a procession toward the Greek 
Patriarchate, accompanied by a heavy police presence 
through the winding streets of the Old City of Jerusa- 
lem for a ceremony attended by Greek President Karolos 
Papoulias. Irineos, who continues to occupy the 
patriarch’s quarters, did not attend the ceremonies. 
Christodoulos compared Irineos to the late Romanian 
dictator Nicolae Ceausescu and deposed Iraqi tyrant 
Saddam Hussein. “We are a democracy and we will 
not be led by a man who is mentally ill,” he said. “The 
brotherhood rejected him. No one can bring him back.” 


Italy / Turkey 


Pope and Orthodox Patriarch Express Words of 
Unity 

BOLOGNA, Italy, NOV. 21, 2005 (Zenit.org).- In a 
message to the Orthodox patriarch of Constantinople, 
Benedict XVI renewed his intention to continue on the 
path of Christian unity. The message to Patriarch 
Bartholomew I also stated that the Pope hoped to 
travel soon to Istanbul, Turkey, headquarters of the 
Orthodox patriarchate. The papal message was read by 
Cardinal Roger Etchegaray, retired president of the 
Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, during the 
Byzantine-rite vespers he presided over Saturday in 
the Basilica of St. Petronius in Bologna. On hand was 
Archbishop Carlo Caffarra of Bologna. 

Patriarch Bartholomew I, the “first among equals” 
of the Orthodox Church, traveled to Italy at the invi- 
tation of the University of Bologna, to receive an 
honorary doctorate for “Conservation of Cultural 
Goods.” The honor was conferred on him Saturday. 
Benedict XVI in his message congratulated the patri- 
arch for this “opportune” recognition of “Your Holi- 
ness’ action to promote the growth in public opinion 
of the understanding of the values proper of creation, 
work of God, manifestation of his freedom, wisdom 
and love.” The Pope invited the Orthodox patriarch 
“to intensify all efforts to journey toward the full unity 
of all the disciples of Christ.” In his message, the 
Roman Pontiff expressed his “joyful” hope to “meet 
personally, when God wills,” with the ecumenical 
patriarch in his See of Constantinople. Bartholomew I, 
with jurisdiction over some 200 million faithful world- 
wide, invited the Pope to visit Istanbul at the begin- 
ning of his pontificate. The Turkish government ech- 
oed this invitation; the visit is expected to take place 
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next year. 

In the message read by Cardinal Etchegaray, the 
Pope renewed his commitment to dedicate himself “to 
the holy cause of promoting Christian unity, which 
Your Holiness bears so profoundly in his heart.” In the 
homily delivered during vespers, Bartholomew I ex- 
pressed “the desire to meet soon personally” with the 
Pope. The patriarch of Constantinople referred to the 
“permanent division” between Orthodox and Catho- 
lics as “a motive of great sorrow for our heart as 
Christians,” but at the same time he said that it is a 
“source of great hope to see that so many steps are 
being taken, above all through knowledge, friendship 
and reciprocal collaboration.” In particular, he stressed 
the need of Catholics and Orthodox to give common 
testimony of the Gospel before a “modern society 
which increasingly moves away from the theocentric 
vision of life, denying in fact our divine origin and the 
object of our existence, which is found in Jesus, the 
risen God-Man.” 


Wuat Must I Do 
To BE SAVED? 


Holy Scripture and the Fathers of the Church are in 
complete agreement; salvation is a process that is at 
the same time, PAST, PRESENT and FUTURE. There 
is nothing in Holy Scripture or the earliest witness of 
the Church to defend the idea that all one has to do to 
be saved is to profess that “Jesus is Lord” and your 
salvation is assured! 

Salvation is not momentary; it is a life-long pro- 
cess. Christ Himself says, “Not those who say ‘Lord, 
Lord’ will enter the Kingdom, but those who do the 
will of my Father in heaven” (Mt. 7:21). Also, St. 
Paul states that, “We work out our salvation with fear 
and trembling” (Phillippians 2:12). This is in com- 
plete contradiction to those who would have you be- 
lieve that a mere statement of belief or “holy moment” 
will assure a heavenly home forever! 

I WAS SAVED when Jesus died on the Cross for 
me. 

I AM SAVED because I accept redemption as part 
and parcel of my Baptism into the very life of Christ. 
Christ is my Savior. There is no doubt about this: but 
I must prove that I believe He is my Lord by my life- 
long actions as a faithful Christian. 

I WILL BE SAVED when my life is over here on 
earth, and I will be judged as to whether my actions 
supported my words of faith in Christ as Lord and 
Savior. 

In answering the question then, “Are you saved?”, 
the Fathers respond, “I am being saved.” Anything 
other than this is sheer presumption on our part and 
against the teachings of the Church! 

From volume 2 of the series: What the Church 
Fathers Say About... , by Fr. George W. Grube, Light 
& Life Publishing, 1998. 
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Being Perfect vs. ... cont. from page 2 


after you have suffered a little, will Himself perfect 
you and confirm you and establish you” (1 Peter 5:10). 

The psychological model of perfection is very dif- 
‘ferent. Individuals suffering from this malady are 
motivated by a fear of failure and sense of duty. They 
sstrive to be in first place in all manner of endeavors, 
“but their accomplishments never seem to satisfy them. 
“They believe there is a special quality to acquiring 
“perfection.” The flawless expression of particular 
»characteristics such as intelligence or the mistake-free 
application of a specific skill is the only way to earn 
»self esteem and achieve the sense of being special. 

This perception may lead individuals to intuit that 
"they have mastery over their emotions and behavior. 
When unforeseen consequences challenge these unre- 
alistic perceptual intuitions, the person becomes self- 
critical and experiences anxiety and hostility and be- 
comes vulnerable to depression, disgrace, even sui- 
cide, through the collapse of self-esteem (Burns, 1989). 
Slaney and his colleagues (Grzegorek, Slaney, Franze 
and Rice 2004) add that patients who sense a discrep- 
. ancy between their unrealistic standards of perfection 
and their actual accomplishments are most vulnerable 
to the delirious effects of self-criticism. 

This problem is addressed in scripture and by the 
Fathers. St Matthew records the dialogue between 
Jesus and His disciples: “Who then can be saved?”; 
asked the disciples. “And Jesus beholding, said to 
them: With men this is impossible: but with God all 
things are possible.” What a rock of assurance to all 
Christians in their struggle to attain “perfection” which 
is holiness, union with God or theosis. 

Perfection comes from God. We have to trust in 
Him. To think we have attained perfection or can 


attain it on our own is an unrealistic delusion, vanity. 
Our goal of union with Christ can only come as a gift, 
as a grace from God. Theosis is a movement toward 
the energies of God, and not his essence (Chryssavgis, 
2004). Paraphrasing the words of St. Maximus the 
Confessor, from Him we come and toward Him we 
tend. 

Theosis is not static, it is movement. Theosis is a 
process that is eternal starting with our new-birth at 
Baptism, continuing through cooperation with the grace 
of God — a grace that extends through our lifetime 
into eternity. Because we are finite and created (crea- 
tures), we can only move toward Him because of His 
grace, because He is infinite through eternity and 
without end. 

Trust and patience are two pillars of our journey to 
“perfection.” In psychological terms, patience is at- 
tained by letting go of our “unrealistic urgent de- 
manding expectations” and substituting reality the way 
it actually is. Trust in God, and His Divine Providence 
becomes a powerful “technique” to challenge self- 
created urgencies and helps heal the malady of perfec- 
tionism. 


The Church is crucial in this healing. St. Irenaeus 
said that, ““Where the Church is there is the Spirit, and 
where the Spirit is, there is the Church.” Thus we have 
tradition, scripture in tradition (Breck, 2001), the Di- 
vine Liturgy, the holy mysteries (e.g. repentance, re- 
ception of the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Our 
Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ) the other prayers 
of the Church, the writings of our holy fathers and 
mothers of the Church, the teachings of our bishops 
and priests, the holy icons and architecture of our 
buildings and the love we are to have between one 
another. 

St. Paul reminded the Galatians of the fruits and the 
virtues involved in this journey: charity, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faith, modesty and self 
continence (Gal 5: 23-24). We cannot love God, if we 
do not love man (1 John). One spiritual director taught 
that we can only love God to the extent we love the 
person we hate the most. 

Ultimately, the spiritual cure for perfectionism is 
given to us by St. Paul: “For if anyone thinks of 
himself as something, whereas he is nothing, he de- 
ceives himself” (Gal 6:3). “God forbid I should glory 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom the world is crucified in me” (Gal 6:14). Here 
lies true perfection. 
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PARISH REGISTER 


BAPTISMS 


Beloiu, Alexandru Matei, son of Matei A. & Jenny Beloiu, 
Cupertino, CA. Holy Cross, San Jose, CA. Godparent: 
Mihaela E. Beloiu. 

Bocanici, Luca, son of Victor C. & Carla M. Gherghina, 
Pierrefonds, QC. Annunciation, Montreal, QC. Godpar- 
ents: Mircea A. & Gabriela Nicolaescu. 

Bolger, Anya Sophia, daughter of Donald O. & Diana P. 
Bolger, Warren, OH. Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH. 
Godparent: Angela Pitinii. 

Ciobotaru, Rileigh Grace, daughter of Daniel G. & Rachel 
C.G. Ciobotaru, Pawtucket, RI. St. John, Woonsocket, 
RI. Godparents: Ella Stiegler and Thomas Giguere. 

Dumiter, Alexis Mary, daughter of George & Liliana S.L. 
Dumiter, Roseville, MI. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, 
MI. Godparents: Jan & Irina Rotaru. 

Dumitru, Andrei, son of Gabriel & Angela P. Dumitru, 
Richmond Hill, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godpar- 
ents: Olimpiu & Anca Zdroba and Razvan & Liana Manea. 

Flonta, Ana Maria, daughter of Gabriel & Marilena I. 
Flonta, Montreal, QC. Annunciation, Montreal, QC. God- 
parent: Silvana Beraffato. 

Fromunda, George Adrian, son of Adrian A. & Mirela B. 
A. Fromunda, North York, ON. St. George, Toronto, 
ON. Godparents: Petre & Eliza Popescu. 

Gainariu, Ann Marie Simone, daughter of Doru & Nicoleta 
Gainariu, Troy, MI. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. 
Godparents: Liviu & Anna Maria Sipiceanu. 

Galben, Andrew Douglas, son of Gheorghe & Delia LS. 
Galben, Lake Orion, MI. Descent of Holy Spirit, War- 
ren, MI. Godparents: Paul & Diana Franco. 

Gardea, Brad Grigorie, son of Petru & Paraschiva C. 
Gardea, Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. God- 
parents: Dan & Geta Cernat. 

Gavrila, Rebecca Stephanie, daughter of Stefan V. & 
Diana I. Gavrila, Grandby, QC. Annunciation, Montreal, 
QC. Godparent: Eugeniu Gavrila. 

Gillespie, Mary Ellen Margaret, daughter of Thomas H. 
& Donna K. Gillespie, North Royalton, OH. St. Mary 
Cathedral, Cleveland, OH. Godparent: Viorica Cinci. 

Ganea, Alexandru George, son of Radu & Cristina Ganea, 
Cleveland, OH. St. Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH. 
Godparents: Gheorghe & Daniela Oltean and Claudiu & 
Mariana Ganea. 

Gania, Camrin John, son of Tom & Heather Gania, War- 
ren, OH. Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH. Godparents: 
Timothy & Christina Gania. 

Georgescu, Lucas, son of Marius & Rodica B. Georgescu, 
Maple, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Horea 
& Alina Pistea. 

Iliescu, Denisa Giulia, daughter of Marian & Beatrice I. 
Iliescu, Oakland, MI. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, 
MI. Godparents: Gabriel & Marioara Vasile. 

Iliescu, Dominique, son of Florin & Emanuela B. Iliescu, 
Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: 
Remus Balan and Simone Augustine. 

Iofciulescu, Mara Christine, daughter of Cristian T. & 
Daniela Z. lofciulescu, Montreal, QC. Annunciation, 
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Montreal, QC. Godparents: Dragos & Dana Stefanescu. 
Krzewinski, Kailee, daughter of Daryl & Claudia 

Krzewinski, Brunswick Hills, OH. St. Mary, Cleveland, 

OH. Godparents: Bogdan Badescu and Maria Szocs. 

Kullman, Paul George, son of Paul H.M. & Florenta A.N. 
Kullman, Pittsburgh, PA. Holy Cross, Hermitage, PA. 
Godparents: lulius & Cristina Suciu. 

Lazar, Alicia, daughter of Eugen & Camelia I. Lazar, 
Waterloo, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparent: Ana 
Iclanzan. 

Lelescu, Daniel Adrian, son of Dan & Ana Lelescu, Mor- 
gan Hill, CA. Holy Cross, San Jose, CA. Godparents: 
Marin & Sanda Chirila. 

Marinache, Christopher, son of George A. & Laura C.P. 
Marinache, Kitchener, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. 
Godparents: Valentin & Gabriela Craciun. 

Mihaescu, Maia, daughter of George & Lizuca C. Mihaescu, 
Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: 
Sorin & Nicoleta Stancu. 

Miok, Jordan Ryan, son of Roman & Lisa R. Miok, Wash- 
ington Township, MI. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, 
MI. Godparents: Eugen & Paula Roman. 

Motorga, Sebastian, son of Sorin & Luminita B. Motorga, 
Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: 
Cristian & Cosmina Grigore. 

Munteanu, Tudor Stephan, son of Mircea & Oltea B. 
Munteanu, Shelby Township, MI. Descent of Holy Spirit, 
Warren, MI. Godparents: Liviu & Anna Maria Sipiceanu. 

Nicolau, Christina Jisong, daughter of Bogdan C. & Han 
H. Nicolau, River Edgeboro, NJ. St. Dumitru, New York, 
NY. Godparents: Catalin & Madalina Chiriac. 

Pascu, David Ioan, son of Ion C. & Florina M.C. Pascu, 
Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: 
Radu & Cornelia Enciu. 

Peslari, Gabriel George, son of George & Jennifer A.B. 
Peslari, Regina, SK. St. George, Regina, SK. Godparent: 
Jean Jacobs. 

Pirau, Robert Christian, son of Victor & Laura V. Pirau, 
Laval, QC. Annunciation, Montreal, QC. Godparent: 
Daniela Buda. 

Popa, Andrew Daniel, son of Gabriel L. & Codruta V.R. 
Popa, Westfield, NJ. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. God- 
parents: Radu & Laura Galis. 

Popescu, Alexandru, son of Serban & Oana H. Popescu, 
Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: 
Adrian & Madalina Papacica and Cristian Berejan. 

Racolta, George Radu, son of Radu I. & Mikaela Racolta, 
Bloomfield Hills, MI. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, 
MI. Godparents: Daniel & Gloria Man. 

Ramascanu-Santos, Ioana Maria, daughter of Amadeu 
Santos and Nadia Ramascanu, Bradford, RI. St. John, 
Woonsocket, RI. Godparents: Stella Babiana and Jose & 
Justina Ascenco. 

Regule, Lucas Jackson, son of David & Tami L. Regule, 
Poland, OH. Holy Cross, Hermitage, PA. Godparents: 
Theodore & Martha Young. 

Sampaleanu, Theo Marc, son of Adrian & Liliana P. 
Sampaleanu, Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. 
Godparents: Florin Dumitru and Nina Trifan. 
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-bu, Nathaniel Stefan, son of Lucian M. & Laura G.M. 
‘ Sirbu, Kitchener, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godpar- 
„ents: George & Marina Sirbu. 

ritanu, Adelina, daughter of Anatolie & Carolina M. 
_Siritanu, Richmond Hill, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. 
‘Godparents: Ion & Felicia Dolghii. 

vavescu, Irene Maria Nicole, daughter of Marius & Monica 
M. Slavescu, Richmond Hill, ON. St. George, Toronto, 
ON. Godparents: Adrian & Carmen Waller. 
sare, Alexandra Marie, daughter of Alexandru F. & 
Dana I.G. Soare, Kinnelon, NJ. St. Dumitru, New York, 
NY. Godparents: Dorin & Simona Bina. 

sanuta-Blum, Eugenia, daughter of Emanoil & Mimi 
Blum. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. Godparent: Doina 
Uricariu. 

-amate, Bianca Mihaela, daughter of Stefan M. & Mihaela 
G. Stamate, Cambridge, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. 
Godparents: Vlad & Maria Mihalcea. 

tefan, Nicholas, son of Sorin D. & Raluca G. Stefan, 
Laval, QC. Annunciation, Montreal, QC. Godparents: 
Remus & Lavinia Bica. 

uibu, Juliana Marie, daughter of Rev. Fr. David & Psa. 

Stephanie Subu, Hermitage, PA. Holy Cross, Hermit- 

age, PA. Godparents: Rev. Fr. George & Psa. Paula 

Treff. 

„alpa, Bianca Mary, daughter of Petru D. & Ana Maria 
Talpa, Lakewood, OH. St. Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, 
OH. Godparents: Traian & Tatiana Chitu. 

oian, Lucas, son of Constantin & Steliana T. Voian, 
Aurora, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Adrian 
& Anca Sperneac. 

PVeinberg, Emilie Isabelle, daughter of John & Laura 

Weinberg, Cleveland, OH. St. Mary Cathedral, Cleve- 

land, OH. Godparents: Horatiu & Ramona Bugnar. 

“egrea, Leon, son of Costel & Monica C. Zegrea, Brookpark, 

OH. St. Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH. Godparents: 

Bogdan & Mirela Gaita. 


RECEIVED INTO THE CHURCH 


LD ———————— 

Bertrand, Melanie, Terrebonne, QC. Annunciation, 
Montreal, QC. V. Rev. Fr. Constantin Tofan. 

ualancette, Marco, Terrebonne, Qc. Annunciation, 

Montreal, QC. V. Rev. Fr. Constantin Tofan. 

Shank, Avalyn, New Wilmington, PA. Holy Cross, Her- 
mitage, PA. Rev. Fr. David Subu. 


MARRIAGES 


eee 

Albert, Robert and Elena Rose Murgoci, Vancouver, BC. 
St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: Takis & Karey 
Theofanous. 

IBanica, Valentin and Camelia Lazar, Kitchener, ON. St. 
John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: Mircea & Cristina 
Vlad. 

‘Boros, Ciprian Constantin and Adina Oala, Toronto, 
ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Florin & 
Angela Guraliuc. 

Ciobotaru, Daniel George and Rachel Catrina Giguere, 
Pawtucket, RI. St. John, Woonsocket, RI. Godparent: 
Ella Steigler. 

Iacob, Stefan Adrian and Corina Angela Corcoz, Montreal, 
QC. Annunciation, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Ovidiu 
& Mateica G. lacob. 

Marcu, Gheorghe Gabriel and Gloria Mirela Bucetescu, 
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San Jose, CA. Holy Cross, San Jose, CA. Godparents: 
Sorin & Mariana Damian. 

Marinache, George Aurelian and Laura Carmen Popescu, 
Kitchener, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: 
Valentin & Gabriela Craciun. 

Niream, Horea Calin and Daniela Irina Axene, Sunny- 
vale, CA. Holy Cross, San Jose, CA. Godparents: Sergiu 
Deac and Ana Maria Ilea. 

Petrescu, Marian and Violeta Petrescu, Kitchener, ON. 
St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: Dorin & Maria 
Stefan. 

Purdu, George Michael Jr. and Sarah Marie Kneiding, 
Allen Park, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Heights, 
MI. Godparents: David & Adriana Cook. 

Roman, Mihai Alexandru and Ana Andreea Pastrama, 
Montreal, QC. Annunciation, Montreal, QC. Godpar- 
ents: Mihai & Luiza 1.0. Salegian. 

Santos, Amadeu and Nadin Ramascanu, Bradford, RI. St 
John, Woonsocket, RI. Godparents: Stella Babiana and 
Jose & Justina Ascencao. 

Simionescu, Dumitru and Elena Ortenberg, Ypsilanti, 
MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Heights, MI. Godpar- 
ents: Iulian & Emilia Mioc. 

Tudose, Adrian and Ashley Booth, Monangahela, PA. St. 
Andrew, McKees Rocks, PA. 

Urban, Florin Slagean and Mihaela Craioveanu, Kitchener, 
ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: Nicolae & 
Loredana Bejenaru. 


FALLEN ASLEEP IN THE LORD 


py ee ee TS eee ee Mae A e Iei 
Barbu, George, 70. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. 
Boghian, Dora, 59. St. George, Toronto, ON. 
Botosan, Constantin, 77. Descent of Holy Spirit, 
Warren, MI. 
Caramitru, Eliza, 89. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. 
Carare, Daniel D., 39. St. Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH. 
Christescu, Mary Jane, 77. St. Mary Cathedral, 
Cleveland, OH. 
Dvorachek, Gherghina, 58. St. John, Kitchener, ON. 
Furtea, Virgil, 78. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. 
Gref, Dr. Constantin I., 82. St. George, Toronto, ON. 
Grigorescu, Rev. Fr. Gheorghe, 93. Holy Cross, 
San Jose, CA; 
Lucaciu, Maria, 75. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. 
Mateescu, Theodor, 94. Annunciation, Montreal, QC. 
Mester, Ovidiu, 73. St. George, Toronto, ON. 
Metianu, John Christopher, 33. St. Dumitru, 
New York, NY. 
Muntean, Sylvia Dragos, 90. Holy Cross, Hermitage, PA. 
Oprea, George, 84. St. George, Toronto, ON. 
Radulescu, Alexandru, 67. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. 
Raftopol, Natalie, 20. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. 
Roscoe, William, 79. St. George Cathedral, Regina, SK. 
Smeureanu, Dumitru, 71. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. 
Vucicu, Vichente, 80. St. Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH. 
Winn, Mark G., 71. St. George Cathedral, Southfield, MI. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 


PPE em 7 te CT A E REST ECU a 
EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS 


Betty Ciocanea, Cleveland, OH ......... ceea. $200.00 

Audrey Huston, Michigan Center, MI ................. $200.00 

Psa Betty Limbeson, Laguna Hills, CA............... $100.00 

M/M Alexa Mindea, Morton Grove, IL................ $100.00 

Constance Trollan, Juneau, AK... $100.00 

Eugene Raica, Sterling Hts, MI... $50.00 

MEMORIAM 

Jerry & Annette Baesel, Villanova, PA ........... $1,000.00 
(IMO Rev Fr John Limbeson) 

Anonymous, Indianapolis, IN... nenea $500.00 
(IMO Rev Fr John Limbeson) 

Adam & Jo-An Frent, Hollywood, FL... ii... $50.00 


(IMO George Barbu) 


EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENT (DUES) 
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Oregon City, OR.. $3,660.00 
(2005) 


A : ; Petru Muntean, Ghitago) Ili ossis ao eee $100.00 
Sts Constantine & Elena, Indianapolis, IN...... 1,615.00 ; i 
(2006) € pian pa ee $ John & Lucy) Pop) Chicago; Îsi eee aa ceeace $100.00 | 
St.George, Canton. O ELA o eee te ee $1,500.00 Rev Fr George musa Maru ont Unsackes 
(2006) Chicago, ELZIN Seco eee ee ee $100.00 
ARCHBISHOP’S CHARITY ENDOWMENT FUND Victor & Miriana Dinu, Chicago, IL SPRE a $50.00 — 
(A.C.E. FUND) Vasile & Gabriella Gheorghian, Chicago, IL...... $50.00 — 
Rev Fr Joseph & Psa Martha MacLellan, Octavian-lovaneseu,:Chicagos TL jai ea $50.00 
TIT oct 0 [5 Et BOR Rodica. Kakos; Ghigag@ TE eins, is ee $50.00 
PERI MB gree cere cat aie faze area ae. $150.00 = 
Alex & Larissa Nemoianu, Grass Lake Twp, MI$100.00 John & Elena Kisereu, Chicago, IL... $50.00 
Maximo-Jones Families, Philadelphia, PA........... $50.00 Tiberiu,Kiserey, Qhicaeo, Ww see eee $50.00 
GENERAL DONATIONS Cornel Ladan, Jr, Chicago, ÎI ee $50.00 
Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA „nenea $136.00 Jonel & Cecelia Maiogan, Chicago, IL............... ee 
(IOCC Hurricane Relief Appeal) Maria Miculit, ( page, Scie ease acel $50.00 
Marius & Alis Vidinas, Farmington Hills, MI ..... $50.00 Archimandrite Joseph (Morris), Chicago, IL...... $50.00 
Bobby & Florence Westerfield, Warren, MI... $30.00 John Mudure, Chicago, Tc e tn dea $50.00 
Fred & Patricia Klus, W DOM, MIE ES pe $25.00 Dumitru & Sorina Alec, Chicago, IL... $40.00 
M/M Viorel Nikodin, Farmington [| ISSN Ra $20.00 Rev Fr Nicolae & Psa Conelia Izbasa, 
Irene Popovici, Grosse Pointe "Woods, MI... $10.00 iii (sr. ei e A 1 e adm ed oa a Cao PE mai a $40.00 
Dita Sandru, Southfield, MI .0..............cccscsecssceseeeess $5.00 Mitru & Olga Moga, Chicago, IL o......cececceccecceseeee $30.00 
HIERARCHS TRAVEL FUND Nicodin & Florica Leahu, Chicago, ÎL ee a ah A} $30.00 
SUvary, SL LAU NIN teen ee tee. $451.98 Ion Plesca, Chicago, Te otita ee ie $25.00 
DEPARTMENT OF CHRISTIAN ASSISTANCE Valeria Nelson, Chicago, |W Dy Se ee as eee e pin ci $25.00 
(FLOOD AID TO ROMANIA) M/M Steve Nicolici, Chicago, TL .........ceccceceseeeees $25.00 
(FLOOD AID TO BANAT) Gheorghe Anghel, Chicago, IL... nenea $20.00 
St George, Toronto, CN AEN sb ee aot ec EW at $4,500.00 Dumitru & Ana Avram, Chicago, IL... $20.00 
St Dimitrie, Bridgeport, Gil Lar tet rod e et pepe ate $700.00 Cladiu Big, Chicago, Thiam RAO tua $20.00 
Step atita panda, VA odioase anion nat atata DO OLOO MIM, Dan Calin, Chicago [Lass A are i Da e $20.00 
Be, Winnipeg, MID „ceea arene tone carnea $309.00 Mary Jane Calin, Chicago, Ilici itu cached! $20.00 
DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS Dorin Ladan, Ghicago ÎL setată ih ati ae eee, $20.00 
Sts Constantin & Elena, Lilburn, GA .............. $3,900.00 Vasile Man, Chicago, Da dhbkn need ites otek. $20.00 
(Mission Assessment 2005) Liviu Moiogan Chicago Feet ile dute N $20. 
StNicholas; Montreal QC. cassie. va alba ad aa $2,850.00 George Oprea "Chi ent IL vse th pal a 
eis De toon) “a a p a, icago, menu $20.00 
i John & Mariana Stoic, Chicago, IL... $20.00 
noes VATRA LAND PURCHASE DONATIONS Dimitrie & Mirela Umbraescu, Chicago, IL........ $20.00 
(Georges Canton) Hiren e Acea ee eee $1,000.00 Hab Cuibaru, Chicago 2.2. eee te $15.00 
ă ATLANTIC DEANERY nonymMous ............... sită ei A oh MOM Oe on d0T $10.00 
25™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE EPISCOPACY OF Margareta Brad; Chicago, Isi Je. Ss $10.00 
ARCHBISHOP NATHANIEL Vioara Bugariu, Chicago, ID a eee $10.00 
PROCEEDS TO A.C.E. FUND Petru: Savisca; Chitcato) Ii ba bananas $10.00 
ST DIMITRIE, BRIDGEPORT, CT Alexandru Vasile, Chicago; IL: AAA MN bela ti be $10.00 
St Dimitrie. p„, SEPTEMBER 24, 2005 Stefan; Chicagoy Tate 8 aa ae $3.00 
imitrie, Brid gd O a ac La 2,000.00 — „doze ta aleea co al italia Aita i 3 
gepor sesreeeee 2,000.00 Cont. on page 15 
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MIDWEST DEANERY 
25™! ANNIVERSARY OF THE EPISCOPACY OF 
ARCHBISHOP NATHANIEL 
PROCEEDS TO A.C.E. FUND 
ST MARY, CHICAGO, IL 
OCTOBER 16, 2005 


Holy Nativity; Chicago, IM $500.00 
St Mary, Chicaso, ÎL ee ee ee $500.00 
St Mary, Chicago, Uva ees ete oe toes $459.00 
StiMary, Chicago Il yer. ster a $356.00 
Rev Fr Ioan & Psa Ana Lupescu, 

Chica gat, Te tanta ie Ne cede eee $200.00 
Alex & Florica Mindea, Chicago, IL................. $200.00 
V Rev Fr Simion & Psa Maria Pavel, | 

CHIGA® O 4 ÎL once cose ee ee ati aaa a ee eee eee $200.00 
M/M John P Stanitz, Wheaton, IL..................... $200.00 
loan Oros, Chicago, UL cists ee aed ee ee $120.00 
Vasile Bura, Gnicae 0, IL ase a eta e pete $100.00 
Anujkă Brenic,/ Chicago IL. ousinssenderse cers $100.00 
M/M Cornell Cotosman, Addison, IL ................. $100.00 | 


SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT A DRESS CODE 
FOR ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS 


By Archimandrite Joseph (Morris) 


From time to time, questions about appropriate dress 
“ome to our attention, and we offer these thoughts ... 
In the Divine Scriptures, the importance of clothing 
-s expressed a number of times: Adam and Eve were 
‘tripped naked of the clothing of the Holy Spirit at the 
moment they sinned, and so they were naked and 
ashamed; Elisha was given the mantle of Elijah the 
orophet and was clothed with power to work wonders; 
“n Baptism, we were clothed with the garment of 
»urity; in a parable of our Lord Jesus Christ, a wed- 
Hing guest was expelled because he did not have a 
.vedding garment. In practical terms in which the 
‘physical reality is always informed by the spiritual 
reality, this means that the clergy of the Church never 
renter the church without proper attire, and the priest 
4 ay never serve the Divine Liturgy in anything 
other than the sacred vestments. 
Likewise, the faithful understand that they are an 
integral part of the eucharistic sacrifice and that their 
„dress and behavior is part of the offering/sacrifice. 
“Since the worship of the Church is not a spectator 
sport, rather all stand and offer the Holy Eucharistic 
ice, and in the face of the world, all of us as 
' Church constitute the “priesthood of believers.” There- 
fore, our dress is an offering and expresses the seri- 
-ousness of our intention to enter the “throne-room of 
the King of all.” 

Therefore, there are three basic principles: 

1) We offer our best and we wear our best — 
Why would we dress up for a dinner, a dance, 
a wedding or a party and not dress our best 
when we commune with the King of all cre- 
ation? 

2) Our clothing should be modest and humble — 
This means that we fully cover the body, and 
we should not wear clothing that is so luxurious 
or flamboyant that we call attention to our- 
selves. 

3) Our clothing should not be androgynous — 
This means that men should look like men and 
women should look like women. Masculine- 
looking clothing for women and feminine-look- 
ing clothing or ornaments for men blur the dis- 
tinction between male and female. Man created 
in the image and likeness of God is male and 
female. The distinction of the two genders is 
not to be overlooked. 

Since there seems to be an unofficial Orthodox 
consensus expressed in the bulletins and newsletters 
of our sister parishes, we offer these practical guide- 
lines: 

a) Men and boys should wear long trousers and 


shirts with collars and sleeves (no tee shirts or 
tee shirts with writing, tank tops, shorts, jeans 
or sneakers, no bare feet or sandals without 
socks), shoes and socks. 

b) Women and girls should wear dresses or skirts 
of proper length (at least below the knee), noth- 
ing sleeveless, see-through, low-cut, no minis, 
shorts, clogs, flip-flops, tank tops or sneakers. 
Please wear shoes and stockings. 

Wishing to give an answer when asked, we offer 
these words, remembering the Holy Apostle’s exhor- 
tation that all things be done with love, charity, de- 
cently and in good order. 


Finanical Report Cont. from page 14 


OHIO-WESTERN PA DEANERY 
2575 ANNIVERSARY OF THE EPISCOPACY OF 
ARCHBISHOP NATHANIEL 
PROCEEDS TO A.C.E. FUND 
ST MARY CATHEDRAL, CLEVELAND, OH 
JUNE 26, 2005 


Ohio-Western Pennsylvania Deanery .............. $1,000.00 
St Elias, Ellwood City, PA... $250.00 
Annunciation Mission, Niles, OH .... cecene $100.00 
Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH... nenea $100.00 
Jeffrey Mercer & Mihaela Gherman-Mercer, 

South Euclid, OH... <ncooeec oo cnnae aaa aaa dea aneeueaaae $100.00 
V Rev Fr & Psa Panteleimon Stanciu, 

Canton, OH pin ceeace oa aie dee oi ai ic 25 $100.00 
Teofana Cristoloveanu, Rocky River, OH........... $50.00 
Floarea Petre, Berea, OH... cecene $10.00 


PACIFIC COAST DEANERY 
25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE EPISCOPACY OF 
ARCHBISHOP NATHANIEL 
PROCEEDS TO A.C.E. FUND 
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, LOS ANGELES, CA 
OCTOBER 30, 2005 


Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, CA... $5,000.00 
Maria Pincu, Santa Monica, CA............ ox ca $2,000.00 
Three Hierarchs, Kirkland, WA .... cecene $1,000.00 
St Anne, Claremont, CA... $625.00 
St Mary, Anaheim, CA muiere $500.00 
V Rev Fr Constantin & Psa Elena Alecse, 

Mission Hills, CA .......cssesesessesescesesessesenenenerasecees $500.00 
V Rev Fr/M Gabriel Ashie, Orange, CA ............ $100.00 


MICHIGAN DEANERY 
25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE EPISCOPACY OF 
ARCHBISHOP NATHANIEL 
PROCEEDS TO A.C.E. FUND 
ST GEORGE CATHEDRAL, SOUTHFIELD, MI 
NOVEMBER 13, 2005 


Mary Rakolta, Bloomfield Hills, MI... $500.00 
(IMO Parents — Fusoiu-Rakolta) 

Nicholas & Louise Simon, Lansing, ML a capii $500.00 

ANONYMOUS .....neceen eee nenea neant neant $250.00 
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THE 
DIVINE & HOLY LITURGY 
for Orthodox Christians 


NEW, REVISED EDITION 


Hardbound / 312 pages 
English & Romanian Parallel Texts 


Includes: 

Order of Preparation of the Clergy 
Vesting of the Deacon 
Vesting of the Priest 
Vesting of the Hierarch 
Liturgy of Preparation (Proskomedia) 
Prayers before the Liturgy 
The Divine Liturgy 
Prayers before Communion 
Prayers after Communion 
Dismissals 
Hymns at Little Entrance for Major Feasts 
Sunday Hymns from the Octoech 
Synaxarion 


ORDER TODAY! 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 


DAYTIME PHONE 


PAYMENT: 


ACCT # 


BOOKS @ $15.00 each (U.S. Funds) = $ 
Add Shipping & Handling + 


LY CHECK (payable to “R.O.E.A.") 


O VISA/MASTERCARD 


SFANTA SI DUMNEZEIASCA 
LITURGHIE 
pentru Creștinii Ortodocși 


EDIȚIE NOUĂ, REVĂZUTĂ 


Copertă cartonată / 312 pagini 
Text paralel în Engleza şi Română 


Cuprinde: 

Rânduiala Pregătirii Sfintitilor Slujitori 
Rugâciuni la îmbrăcarea Diaconului 
Rugâciuni la îmbrăcarea Preotului 
Rugâciuni la îmbrăcarea Arhiereului 
Rânduiala Dumnezeieştii Proscomidii 
Rugâciuni înainte de începerea Dumnezeieștii Liturghii 
Dumnezeiasca Liturghie 
Rugăciunile înainte de Dumnezeiasca împărtăşire 
Rugăciunile de după Dumnezeiasca impartasire 
Otpustul 
Stihirile ce se cântă la Sărbătorile împărăteşti 
Troparele Duminicale din Octoih 
Sinaxar 


COMANDATI ASTĂZI! 


STATE/PROV ZIP CODE 


EMAIL 


———————————————————— 


TOTAL $ 


EXP. DATE 3 digit V# 


Mail, fax or call your order into: 
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate, PO Box 185, Grass Lake MI 49240-0185 / phone (517) 522-3656 / fax (517) 522-5907 
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CUVANT DE SUFLET 


Sfântul Dimitrie Izvorâtorul de Mir 


Chiar de la începutul existenţei Ei, Biserica lui Hristos 
nu a fost lipsită de chipuri vii ale sfinteniei, ale urmării 
lui Dumnezeu, indiferent de consecinţele care au decurs 
de aici, pentru cei care au iubit mai mult vietuirea în 
lumina Evangheliei lui Hristos decât o viaţă efemeră, 
indiferentă şi lipsită de verticalitate. Fie că vorbim 
despre sfinţi cuvioşi, fie că vorbim despre sfinţi martiri, 
cu toţii au întruchipat prin vietuirea lor un adevăr 
fundamental pentru creştinii din toate timpurile, acela 
că unui creştin nu-i este permis niciodată să fie 
teoretician al Evangheliei, ci împlinitor al ei. 

Pe un astfel de “osârduitor întru ale Evangheliei” 
ne cheamă Biserica să-l cinstim în fiecare an pe 26 
octombrie, pe Sf. Dimitrie Izvorâtorul de Mir, unul 
dintre cei mai de seamă sfinţi martiri ai sec.IV, a cărui 
cult s-a generalizat în timp, în întreaga lume. 

Sf. Dimitrie s-a născut în Thessalonic, într-o familie 
de demnitari de seamă ai Macedoniei, făcându-se 
remarcat în vremea sa prin cultura, evlavia şi curatia 
morală de care a dat dovadă, în ciuda poziţiei familiei 
sale în societatea de atunci. Instruit în arta luptei, 
ajunge să fie remarcat de împăratul Maximian Galeriu 
(292-311), care îl numeşte guvernator al întregii 
Thesalii. 

Numit de împăratul Diocletian cezar pentru Ahaia 
şi Macedonia şi ulterior membru al “tetrarhiei” care 
conducea Imperiul Roman, împăratul Maximian Galeriu 
era responsabil inclusiv de păstrarea cultului păgân în 
această parte de răsărit a imperiului, astfel că, oricine 
îndrăznea să mărturisească pe faţă ataşamentul faţă 
de Hristos, devenea duşman al imperiului şi, în 
consecinţă, era ucis. 

Întors în Thessalonic dintr-o expediţie triumfătoare 
_asupra sciţilor, împăratul Maximian Galeriu este 
bulversat de vestea că unul dintre cei mai apropiaţi 
colaboratori ai săi, îl predică pe Hristos, profanând 
astfel credinţa oficială a imperiului. Având curajul de 
a-l înfrunta pe împărat şi de a-i spune că el aparţine 
unei alte împărăţii, care nu este în lumea aceasta, Sf. 
Dimitrie este închis şi în cele din urmă martirizat 
(după toate probabilitățile, în anul 305). 

În locul unde este închis, Sf. Dimitrie e vizitat de 

Nestor, un prieten de-al său, care vine să-i ceară 
binecuvântarea de a-L mărturisi pe Hristos şi de a-l 
înfrunta în luptă pe Lie, unul dintre cei care în arena 
oraşului de atunci, în cadrul festiv organizat de 
Maximian Galeriu în cinstea victoriei asupra scitilor, 
îi ucidea pe creştini. Pornind la luptă cu aclamatia: 
“Dumnezeul lui Dimitrie, ajută-mi!,” Sf. Nestor îl 
biruieşte pe Lie, provocând stupefactia audienței. 
Văzând împăratul cele întâmplate, nu numai că-l 
decapitează pe Sf. Nestor, dar auzind de puterea lui 
Dimitrie, a trimis soldaţii să-l ucidă şi pe acesta în 
locul unde era întemnițat. 
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Îl vedem de multe ori reprezentat iconografic pe Sf. 
Dimitrie ridicându-şi mâna dreaptă pentru a putea fi 
împuns cu sulița de soldaţii ce-l învredniceau de cinstea 
martiriului, şi într-adevăr aşa a fost. De aceea, Sf. 
Nicolae Cabasila vorbeşte de martiriul Sf. Dimitrie, 
ca şi despre o imitare a lui Hristos. Dacă Mântuitorul 
a fost împuns cu sulița în pieptul drept, şi Sf. Dimitrie 
s-a asemănat Aceluia. Si aici cred că i se potriveşte 
Sf. Dimitrie un cuvânt al Sf. Apostol Pavel: “De acum 
înainte, nimeni să nu-mi mai facă supărare, căci eu 
port în trupul meu, semnele Domnului lisus.” (Gal 
O lua 

Imediat după edictul de toleranţă al creştinilor din 
313 dat de împăratul Constantin cel Mare, creştinii 
din Thessalonic au construit o mică biserică, pe locul 
unde Sf. Dimitrie a fost martirizat şi îngropat. Ulterior 
mormântul sfântului şi racla îi sunt mutate în biserica 
construită în anul 413 de către eparhul Leontie al 
Thessalonicului, deasupra catacombei existente, pentru 
a putea să-i mulțumească pe creştinii ce veneau în 
număr tot mai mare. Amintim de asemenea că moaştele 
sale, devenite izvorâtoare de mir, au fost duse de 
cruciați în Apus, în secolul al XIII-lea şi păstrate în 
abația San Lorenzo din Italia. De acolo a revenit la 

Cont. la pag. 22 
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ÎNALT PREA SFINŢITUL ARHIEPISCOP NATHANIEL 
SĂRBĂTORIT DE SFÂNTUL SINOD AL BISERICII 
ORTODOXE ÎN AMERICA CU PRILEJUL ANIVERSĂRII 
A 25 DE ANI DE ARHIERIE 


Prea Fericitul Herman, Mitropolitul-primat al Bisericiii Ortodoxe în America prezintă gramata şi Ordinul 
Sfântului Inocent, Clasa de argint, Înalt Prea Sfintitului Arhiepiscop Nathaniel cu prilejul aniversării a 25 


de ani de arhierie. 


Prea Fericitul Mitropolit Herman, Primatul Bisericiii 
Ortodoxe în America prezintă gramata şi Ordinul 
Sfântului Inocent, Clasa de argint, Înalt Prea Sfintitului 
Arhiepiscop Nathaniel cu prilejul aniversării a 25 de 
ani de arhierie. 

Sfăntul Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe în America a 
sărbătorit pe Înalt Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel 
cu ocazia aniversării a 25 de ani de arhierie. Membrii 
Sfântului Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe în America au 
onorat astfel cei 25 de ani de slujire arhierească a 
Întâi-Stătătorului Episcopiei Ortodoxe Române a 
Americii, care, pe data de 15 Noiembrie 2005 va 
împlini 25 ani de la hirotonia întru arhiereu. Congresul 
electoral al Episcopiei, convocat la 20 Septembrie 
1980, la Cleveland, Ohio, a ales ca Episcop-Auxiliar 
al vrednicului de pomenire Î.P.S. Arhiepiscop Vale- 


rian D. Trifa pe cel mai tânar dintre candidati, pe 
Ieromonahul Nathaniel Popp. Hirotonia întru Episcop 
a avut loc în data de 15 noiembrie 1980 în Catedrala 
Sf. Gheorghe din Detroit. 

“Întru mulţi ani, Stapane!” 
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CATEDRALA ORTODOXA ROMANA 
SF. GHEORGHE DIN DETROIT, A ÎMBRĂCAT 
HAINA DE ALEASA SARBATOARE, 


9 OCTOMBRIE 2005 


Anul acesta se împlinesc 93 de ani, de când primii 
»mâni au venit în aceste locuri şi odată cu ei au adus 
cel mare tezaur care a îmbogăţit această ţară 
necuvântată de Dumnezeu, şi care nu este altceva 
cât credinţa noastră ortodoxă străbună, cu obiceiurile 
toate darurile ei care s-au transmis din generaţie în 
“>neraţie până în zilele noastre şi care vor rămâne 
»şnic în inimile tuturor acelora care nu-şi uită rădăcinile 
neamul din care fac parte. 
"Cu câteva săptămâni în urmă, un grup de credincioşi 
a frunte cu PC Protopop Laurenţiu şi Psa Anita Lazăr, 
mC Diacon Sabin şi Dsa Ramona Pop, Ipodiaconul 
man Lazăr şi D-l Mircea Rusu preşedintele consiliului 
tarohial, au început pregătirile pentru această zi de 
-euitat din comunitatea romano-americana, o experienţă 
„ouă, plină de satisfacţie şi mulţumiri sufleteşti, 
vărsând dragoste şi bucurie în sufletul fiecărui par- 
„cipant. i 
Prima ediţie a “FESTIVALULUI ROMANESC” a 


if 


M 
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început în dimineaţa zilei de duminică, cu 
Dumnezeiasca Liturghie oficiată de către Prea Sfinţitul 
Episcop Irineu, împreună cu PC Preot Protopop 
Laurenţiu Lazăr, parohul Catedralei, Arhidiaconul 
David Oancea, lerodiaconul Sebastian Dumitraşcu, 
Diaconul Sabin Pop şi Ipodiaconii Tom Rosco şi Ioan 
Lazăr, cel din urmă dirijând corul în această duminică. 
Predica a fost rostită în limba engleză de către Părintele 
Protopop Laurenţiu imediat după citirea Evangheliei, 
iar la sfârşitul Liturghiei, Prea Sfinţitul Irineu a rostit 
pentru toţi cei prezenţi un cuvânt ziditor de suflet în 
limba strămoşească românească. 

La Sfânta Liturghie au participat un număr mare de 
credincioşi veniţi aici cu această ocazie din Chicago 
IL, Kitchener şi Windsor ON, Canada, precum şi de la 
celelalte parohii învecinate, creându-se astfel o 
adevărată unitate frateasca între acele parohii. 

La orele 12:30pm, mulţimea de oameni care a intrat 
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RECENZIE 


“Biblia sau Sfânta Scriptură”, 
ediţie jubiliară a Sfântului Sinod, 
Arhiepiscopia Ortodoxă Română a 

Clujului, Cluj, 2004, CD 


Pentru cititorul ortodox de slovă românească, Sfântul 
Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe Române a aprobat şi publicat 
în AD 2001 ca ediţie jubiliară versiunea diortosită 
după Septuaginta , redactată şi adnotată de Bartolomeu 
Valeriu Anania, arhiepiscopul Clujului. 

Când toată lumea era îngrozită la începutul noului 
mileniu de dezastrul ce putea să ni-l aducă pasul 
computerului la pârleazul anului 2000, în editura 
Institutului Biblic şi de Misiune al Bisericii Ortodoxe 
Române se lucra intens la Biblia de la Cluj. A fost cel 
mai înălţător gest al ortodoxiei româneşti adus lui 
Dumnezeu. La răscrucea de milenii se împământenea 
troita de logos a Cărţii Cărţilor eveniment teologic şi 
literar aproape unic după cel al Bibliei lui Serban 
Cantacuzino din 1688. 

Ce aduce nou Biblia de la Cluj? Tălmăcitorul, 
Bartolomeu Valeriu Anania, în smerenia duhului 
monahal, pomeneşte doar, nici măcar pe prima pagină, 
că ne-a adus o “versiune diortosita”. De fapt e vorba 
cu mult mai mult. Poet şi scriitor de mare fineţe Valeriu 
Anania şi-a dedicat întreaga viaţă, la propriu şi la 
figurat, slujirii Cuvântului. Mulţi au fost ucenicii 
Cuvântului, dar numai trei au fost aleşi să urce Muntele 
Taborului. 

Bartolomeu şi Valeriu Anania s-au întâlnit la aceeaşi 
proscomidie a Cuvântului. Biblia lui aduce la zi limbajul 
limbii române, ştergând rugina de pe paftalele 
cuvântului voievodal, folosind ponderat arhaicul de 
veşmânt bizantin ţesut cu floarea de cuvânt din haina 
de sărbătoare a ţăranului când merge la biserică. Dar 
mai presus de toate Biblia este Cuvântul lui Dumnezeu. 
Traducerile s-au învechit. Doagele cuvântului s-au 
uscat. Vinul sacru a curs printre ele. “Vinul nou se 
pune în burdufuri noi”. Aici a intervenit colosala muncă 
de teolog a lui Bartolomeu Anania cercetând toate 
traducerile vechi şi moderne pentru a coase pe 
ghergheful graiului românesc icoana lui lisus exact 
cum a fost întipărită pe mahrama Sfintei Veronica. 

La ora actuală, aşa cum au scris şi teologii şi criticii 
literari, avem prin darul lui Dumnezeu o Biblie adusă 
de Bartolomeu Valeriu Anania rivalizând ca frumuseţe 
literară şi profunzime cu cea din 1688. şi ne rugăm lui 
Dumnezeu ca până în 2688 să miruiască un alt 
“diortositor”. 

Biblia lui Anania cuprinde aproape 2000 de pagini. 
Acum pusă pe CD greutatea fizică se reduce la mai 
putin de o crenguta de tei adusă de Rusalii. 

“Când la sugestia unor colaboratori, cităm din mesajul 
Arhiepiscopului Bartolomeu, mi-am dat acordul ca 
Biblia, în cea mai nouă versiune românească aprobată 
de Sfântul Sinod, să fie difuzată şi prin internet, m-am 
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gândit deopotrivă atât la tinerii care preferă acest 
miloc de receptare, cât şi la românii din diaspora, de 
ordinul sutelor de mii, care trăiesc în foarte multe {ari 
ale pământului şi care ar putea fi interesaţi să cunoască 
şi astfel cuvântul Domnului în limba maternă.” 4 
Nu putem încheia decât ingenunchind în fata Bibliei 
să o primim şi să ne rugăm ca “Binecuvântarea 
Domnului să fie şi peste tine, cititorule, făcându-ţi 
sufletul asemenea unei flori care-şi deschide cupa, 

dimineaţa, spre roua cerului”. 
Pr. Dr. Dumitru Ichim 


Catedrala Ortodoxă Romana... 
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în sala socială a catedralei (numărându-se astfel peste 
800 de persoane participante), a intonat Imnurile de 
Stat ale Americii, Canadei şi României, după care s- 
a rostit rugăciunea Tatăl Nostru, iar Prea Sfinţitul 
Irineu a binecuvântat bucatele şi pe cei prezenţi. 

La acestă sărbătoare şi-au dat concursul mai multe 
formaţii de dansuri populare cum ar fi: grupul de dans 
“Mioriţa” din Chicago, IL, “Rapsodia” din Windsor, 
ON “Banatul” din Kitchener, ON, “ţărăncuţa” din 
Southfield, MI şi orchestra “Trafic” din Cleveland, 
OH condusă de renumitul taragotist Gheorghe 
Trambitas. S-a servit mâncare traditional românească, 
renumiţii mititei, cârnaţi de casă, mămăligă cu brânză, 
sarmale, prăjituri şi băuturi alese din care nu a lipsit 
nici mustul de struguri stors la teasc în faţa tuturor cu 
multă măiestrie de D-l Mihai Man. De un deosebit 
interes s-a bucurat parada costumelor populare din 
toate regiunile României, prezentate de către Dsa 
Ramona lonela Pop, care s-a implicat cu mult zel 
pentru organizarea şi buna reuşită a programului. 

Programul artistic s-a încheiat cu Hora Unirii, în 
care s-au prins aproape toţi cei prezenţi. Se putea citi 
pe feţele tuturor, bucuria deplină a regăsirii noastre 
spirituale şi tradiţionale româneşti, fiecare având ochii 
scaldati în lacrimi, aducându-şi aminte de satele şi 
obiceiurile noastre de acasă. 

Această întâlnire a fost pentru toţi românii-americani, 
un semn al solidarităţii şi unităţii noastre ca popor 
creştin, plin de tradiţie, cultură şi spiritualitate, pe 
care multe popoare nu le au. 

Vă aşteptăm cu drag anul viitor, tot în această 
perioadă, la cea de-a 2-a ediţie a Festivalului Românesc, 
ținut la Catedrala Ortodoxă Română Sf. Gheorghe din 
Southfield, Michigan. Felicităm întreg colectivul care 
a ostenit ca toţi cei prezenţi să se simtă minunat 
(Alexandru Rădulescu, Lisa Galu, Dr. David Balaj, 
Dorothy Aldea, Mihaela Charlier, Dolly Gallu şi Liliana 
Kalugar), felicităm pe organizatori şi rugăm pe bunul 
Dumnezeu să binecuvinteze pe toţi membrii, donatorii, 
ajutătorii şi sprijinitorii Catedralei Ortodoxe Române 
Sf. Ghorghe din Southfield, Michigan. 


Participant 
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“ A COPERAMANTUL MAICII DOMNULUI” 
CEL DE-AL 2-LEA HRAM AL MÂNĂSTIRII DE 
CĂLUGĂRI DIN DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


Se împlinesc aproape cinci ani, de când cu ajutorul 
ii Dumnezeu şi prin bunăvoința IPS Arhiepiscop 
sathaniel a luat fiinţă Mânăstirea înălţarea Domnului 
sn Detroit, Michigan, prima mânăstire românească 
> călugări în care se păstrează cu mare sfinţenie 
saditia, limba şi obiceiurile noastre moştenite ca o 
are bogăţie şi tezaur de mare preţ al neamului 
„mânesc, răspândit pe întreg continentul Nord Ameri- 
an. 

Având în vedere că Maica Domnului este ocrotitoarea 

onahilor şi Mama noastră duhovnicească a tuturor, 
a preferat ca cel de-al doilea hram al mănăstirii să 
-oarte numele sărbătorii Acoperământului Maicii 
“omnului şi să fie prăznuit cu multă evlavie şi dragoste 
m fiecare an de către vieţuitori si de către toţi 
redincioşii din Metropola Detroitului, care vin cu 
multă dragoste în fiecare duminică şi sărbătoare la 
mânăstire. 


yay Hy 
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Aşadar, duminică 2 octombrie 2005, sărbătoarea a 
început cu Sfânta Liturghie Arhierească, săvârşită de 
către Prea Sfinţitul Episcop Irineu, primul stareţ al 
mânăstirii, înconjurat de Părintele Arhimandrit Mihail 
Filimon, actualul staret, împreună cu obştea călugărilor, 
precum şi de numărul mare de credincioşi prezenţi la 
această sărbătoare. Mânăstirea, deşi nou înfiinţată, în 
ultima perioadă a cunoscut mari realizări şi împliniri 
pe plan gospodăresc şi duhovnicesc. Vieţuitorii fiind 
puţini la număr, se străduiesc să împlinească zilnic 
cele şapte laude şi să se roage neîncetat pentru mântuirea 
lor şi a tuturor acelora care trec pragul mânăstirii cu 
frică de Dumnezeu, cu credinţă şi cu dragoste. In 
fiecare vineri seara se săvârşeşte Taina Sfăntului Maslu 
(cum se obişnuieşte la mănăstiri), unde multă lume cu 
necazuri îşi găseşte alinare sufletelor. Funcţionează 
în cadrul mănăstirii şi o şcoală duminicală în care 
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Acoperământul Maicii ... 
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copiii învaţă româneşte şi acumulează primele 
cunoştinţe religioase care să-i povăţuiască în viata. 
De remarcat este faptul că până în luna august 2005, 
mânăstirea funcţiona în cadrul Centrului Sf. Andrei, 
dar cu voia lui Dumnezeu şi generozitatea Domnului 
Dr. Michael Ronnett din Chicago, această clădire 
impunătoare s-a cumpărat, devenind proprietatea obştii 
monahale şi rugăm pe Dumnezeu să trimită şi în 
continuare oameni de suflet care să ajute la procurarea 
diferenţei de bani ca mânăstirea sa fie achitată în 
întregime. 

În cadrul mânăstirii funcţionează şi o fabrică de 
lumânari de toate tipurile pentru a fi folosite în cadrul 
slujbelor religioase. S-a confecţionat un nou iconostas 
din lemn sculptat şi icoane pictate cu multă măiestrie 
şi aleasă frumuseţe de renumitul pictor român N. 
Enache. Toate aceste realizări şi multe altele au fost 
realizate cu ajutorul lui Dumnezeu şi prin strădania de 
zi şi noapte a Prea Cuviosului Părinte Arhimandrit Dr. 
Mihail Filimon, stareţul Mănăstirii, împreună cu obştea 
monahilor. 

Viaţa monahală în America este foarte grea, au fost 
multe încercări şi ispite de tot felul, rautati şi neajunsuri 
din cauza neputinței omeneşti, dar Dumnezeu nu a 
trecut cu vederea rugăciunile, dragostea şi jertfa acestor 


monahi care dau mărturie vie pentru tradiţia ortodoxă 
autentică adusă de acasă, la această jertfire, Dumnezeu 
răspunzând cu binecuvântare. Această binecuvântare 
s-a dovedit a fi în săptămâna Sfintelor şi Mântuitoarelor 
Patimi când, din icoana Maicii Domnului a început să 
curgă mir, arătându-se astfel a fi făcătoare de minuni, 
bucuria fiind fără de margini. 

Răspunsurile la Liturghia din ziua Hramului au fost 
date de un grup de studeti teologi veniţi de la Wash- 
ington, special pentru această zi de sărbătoare. Prea 
Sfinţitul Irineu a rostit un cuvânt de învăţătură, a 
încurajat şi felicitat obştea Mânăstirii pentru frumoasele 
realizări din ultima perioadă. A urmat o agapă 
creştinească oferită cu multă dragoste în trapeza 
mânăstirii, unde au participat peste 250 de credincioşi. 
Bucatele au fost pregătite cu multă pricepere de 
neobosita D-na Emilia Barbu, care ajută Sfânta 
Mânăstire cu multă dragoste şi dăruire. 

Multumind lui Dumnezeu pentru această zi 
binecuvântată, fiecare s-a întors la casele şi rosturile 
lor. 

“Pace celor ce vin, bucurie celor ce rămân, 
binecuvântare celor ce pleacă”. Cu aceste cuvinte 
întipărite în sufletele noastre, rugăm pe bunul Dumnezeu 
să rânduiască Mânăstirii Înălţarea Domnului lungime 
de zile, linişte, pace şi binecuvântare, ca să fie felinar 
de lumină călăuzitor pe calea mântuirii tuturor. 

Participant 


Cuvânt de Suflet 
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Thessalonic în 1978 capul sfântului, iar în 1980 restul 
de oseminte, prin grija mitropolitului Pantelimon II al 
Thessalonicului (42003). 

Multe s-ar putea spune despre minunile care cu 
adevărat s-au petrecut la racla Sf. Dimitrie, despre 
atâţia şi atâţia împărați ai Bizanțului, care l-au venerat 
pe Sf. Dimitrie, despre ataşamentul localnicilor de cel 
pe care-l consideră apărătorul şi mijlocitorul lor înaintea 
lui Dumnezeu. Însă dincolo de toate acestea, Biserica 
vrea să ne vorbească fiecăruia în parte, în această lună 
octombrie, de faptul că şi noi în vremea noastră suntem 
datori cu un martiriu al mărturisirii lui Hristos, în 
cuvânt şi în faptă. Ce folos să-i pictăm pe sfinţi în 
biserici, să-i punem în icoane, să le tipărim vieţile, 
dacă noi nu ne regăsim, fiecare în parte, în viaţa lor, 
în cuvintele lor? Mai există oare astăzi martiri pentru 
Hristos şi dacă da, sub ce aspect? 

Vremurile pe care le trăim, din păcate caracterizate 
de prea mult indiferentism religios şi relaxare morală, 
ne determină să regândim dimensiunea martirică a 
slujirii lui Hristos, pentru vremea noastră. Crestinul 
este în esenţă un martir, pentru că tot ceea ce el face 
în cursul unei zile, face pornind de la rugăciune, ori 
rugăciunea adevărată este jertfa noastră zilnică. Frapati 
de dominaţia tehnologiei şi a utilităţilor moderne, să 
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nu uităm că lupta martirilor din arene, este astăzi 
pentru noi, lupta din sufletul fiecăruia de a-L face 
biruitor pe Hristos în gândurile noastre, în modul nostru 
de a ne comporta în societate. Biserica nu se mai poate 
mulţumi cu citirea proloagelor şi cam atât! Astăzi, 
mai mult ca niciodată, Ea are nevoie de mărturisitori 
Vii, nu de teoreticieni ai cuvântului şi în acest sens Sf. 
Dimitrie ne poate constitui tuturor pildă vrednică de 
urmat. 

Nu e necesar astăzi să murim, pentru a-L preaslăvi 
pe Hristos - Sf. Ap.Pavel vorbea de o preaslăvire a lui 
Hristos în trup, fie prin viaţă, fie prin moarte (Filipeni 
1,20). Ceea ce ni se cere este să ne conformăm voinţa 
personală, cu voinţa lui Dumnezeu, să ne întrebăm în 
faţa fiecărei decizii pe care trebuie să o luăm, oare ce 
ar vrea Dumnezeu de la mine acum, ce ar face 
Dumnezeu în locul meu? Dacă această întrebare ne va 
stăpâni gândurile, să ştiţi că sunteţi martirii de astăzi, 
şi asta pentru că-l faceţi transparent pe Hristos, prin 
faptele şi cuvintele voastre. 

Parafrazându-l pe Tertulian care spunea că “sângele 
martirilor e sămânţa creştinismului”, să dăm slavă lui 
Dumnezeu pentru pilda vieţii Sf. Dimitrie, pentru 
“sămânţa” exemplului viu al vieţii sale pentru noi şi 
împreună cu întrega creştinătate, să spunem cu toţi: 
Ka Sfinte Mare Mucenice Dimitrie, Izvorâtorule 

e Mir!” 


+Irineu, Episcop Vicar 
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EDUCAREA CRESTINA A FAMILIEI 


Sfantul Sfintit Mucenic Ciprian 
Sfânta Muceniţă lustina Fecioara 


Sf. Ciprian s-a născut în 
irtagina din părinţi necreştini 
“e, la 7 ani l-au trimis să înveţe 
ijitoria şi la 10 ani l-au trimis 
zaducă jertfe zeilor de pe Olimp, 
olo învățând să facă vrăji 
sternice. La 15 ani “avea ca 
scăli şapte slujitori mari care 
ajeau la cele şapte planete. De 
acei jertfitori a învăţat multe 
ne diavoleşti.” Apoi a mers 
in mai multe cetăţi învățând 
ate lucrurile rele. Când s-a dus 
Antiohia era deja “... desăvârşit 
toată răutatea: vrăjitor şi 
rrmecator, pierzator de suflete, 
sare prieten şi credincioasă slugă 
stăpânitorului iadului, căruia 
agur faţă către fata a vorbit...” 
“ieţile Sfinţilor). 
Tot atunci trăia în Antiohia, 
stina, născută tot din părinţi 
„gâni. Ei au fost aduşi la dreapta 
edinta de însăşi fiica lor, cand 
~easta, crescând, a auzit vorbindu-se despre lisus 
pristos şi Sfânta Fecioară Maria şi, mergând la biserică, 
crezut. După ce tatăl ei a avut o viziune cerească, 
tăl, mama şi fiica s-au dus la episcopul Optat care, 
pă ce i-a învăţat despre creştinism, i-a botezat pe 
„ţi trei în aceeaşi zi. Tatăl a progresat atât de mult în 
-edinţă încât a fost numit preot, dar după scurt timp 
murit. “Iar Iustina bine s-a nevoit în poruncile 
somnului, iubind pe Mirele său Hristos şi slujindu-l 
ui în rugăciuni, în feciorie şi în curatie, în post şi în 
nare înfrânare.” (Vieţile Sfinţilor). 

Aglaid, un tânăr desfrânat cu părinţi bogaţi, a vazut- 

pe lustina şi s-a aprins în el patima desfrânării. A 
-cercat întâi cu minciuni să o ademenească pe fată, 
ar, nereuşind, a luat nişte tineri stricati ca şi el şi au 
ăpit-o pe când mergea la biserică. lustina însă s-a 
bătut, a strigat şi vecinii au ieşit şi au scapat-o. Fiind 
otărât să o aibe pe Iustina, Aglaid s-a dus la vrăjitorul 
Ciprian care i-a promis că va face vrăji în aşa fel încât 
ustina însăşi îl va căuta pe Aglaid. Deci, Ciprian a 
-hemat un demon şi l-a trimis la lustina să o tulbure. 
ustina, însă, s-a rugat puternic lui Dumnezeu şi 
demonul a plecat învins. Ciprian, a trimis asupra lustinei 
an demon şi mai puternic, dar şi acesta a fost învins. 
Atunci Ciprian a trimis la dânsa una din căpeteniile 
Hiavoleşti care, luând chip de femeie, cu vorbe 
mincinoase a încercat să o convingă, că desfranarea 
este normală si curăţenia trupească nu conteaza. Juliana 
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a înţeles înşelătoria, s-a închinat 
şi demonul a dispărut. 

Întrebat de furiosul Ciprian de 
ce nu a reuşit, demonul a fost 
obligat de către Dumnezeu să 
spună adevărul: “Nu putem, a 
zis el, să privim spre semnul 
Crucii, ci fugim de dânsul, căci 
ne arde precum focul şi ne 
goneşte departe.” Ciprian a mai 
încercat şi alte vrăji, dar 
nereuşind şi-a dat seama că 
“semnul Crucii şi numele lui 
Hristos nimic nu poate să le 
biruiască” şi i-a spus diavolului 
că se leapădă de el. Diavolul, 
furios, a început să-l atace fizic, 
iar Ciprian, chemându-l în ajutor 
pe Dumnezeu, şi-a făcut semnul 
crucii şi diavolul a plecat. Ciprian 
şi-a ars cărţile de vrăjitorie şi s- 
a creştinat, după un timp 
devenind preot, apoi episcop. 
Sfânta Iustina s-a dus la o 
mânăstire de fecioare, după un timp devenind stareță. 

Sfântul Ciprian şi Sfânta Justina Fecioara au fost 
supuşi la chinuri grele cerându-li-se să renunţe la 
creştinism şi să jertfească zeilor. Ei au suportat cu 
tărie toate chinurile, rămânând creştini până la sfârşit. 
În final împăratul Claudiu i-a condamnat la moarte 
prin tăierea capului cu sabia. Un om oarecare, Teoctist, 
impresionat de moartea celor doi a mărturisit că şi el 
este creştin şi atunci i s-a tăiat şi lui capul. După 6 zile 
trupurile au fost duse şi îngropate la Roma, la mormântul 
lor făcându-se multe minuni. Sfântul Mucenic Ciprian 
şi Sfânta Muceniţă Iustina Fecioara se sărbătoresc în 
fiecare an pe 2 Octombrie. 


Întrebări pentru părinţi: 

- Părinţii lui Ciprian au stricat sufletul copilului 
trimiţând-l să înveţe vrăjitoria. Oare, cu ştiinţă sau 
fără ştiinţă nu i-am introdus şi noi pe copiii noştri 
în vrăjitorie cumpărându-le cărţile cu Harry Potter 
sau ducându-i la filmele cu acelaşi personaj sau cu 
personaje asemănătoare? Bibliotecile şcolilor copiilor 
noştri sunt pline de astfel de cărţi şi nu m-aş mira 
dacă Harry Potter va fi introdus în programul 
obligatoriu de şcoală. Dacă, copilul nostru vine de 
la şcoală cu o astfel de carte spunând că e obligat 
să o citească, avem noi curajul să mergem la şcoală 
şi să-i spunem profesorului şi directorului că această 

Cont. la pag. 24 
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la inceput ne spune ca vrajitoria nu există, că e 


Educarea ... Cont de ta pag. 23 O.K. să ne îmbrăcăm copiii ca vrăjitori de Hallow- 
carte este împotriva religiei noastre deci copilul va een, apoi ne spune că nu-i nimic dacă învaţă Şi nig e 
citi o altă carte în locul acesteia? Dacă totuşi, cu descântece, apoi le sugerează copiilor că pot deveni 
voia sau fără voia lor, copiii au fost expuşi la astfel puternici cu ajutorul lui şi mai cu vrăji, mai CU 
de cărţi sau filme, am încercat să discutăm cu ei ouijia -board îi atrage în întunericul lui până i 
calm şi cu răbdare, să auzim opinia lor şi fără să ne prinde bine şi atunci îi nenoroceşte sufleteşte şi 
enervăm să le explicăm că vrăjitoria nu este o trupeşte. il aks ; a 
jucărie, este un lucru foarte periculos unde intra in - Oare noi, ca părinţi, am păcătuit vreodată mergând 
joc forţele răului care, chiar dacă la început par la vrăjitoare, la ghicitoare, ne-am “jucat de-a ghicitul 
prieteneşti, nu urmăresc decât distrugerea oamenilor, în cărţi, cafea, am fost la şedinţe de spiritism, Jar 
a tuturor, şi în primul rand a vrăjitorului şi asociatilor apoi, când ne-am dat seama că am greşit am uitat să 
lui? Copiii nu trebuie să se joace cu astfel de lucruri, spunem la spovedanie aceste căderi? 
nu trebuie glumit pe această temă pentru că diavolul - Stim noi şi ştiu copiii noştri că arma cea mai bună 
este un mare mincinos; încearcă tot felul de tactici, împotriva vrăjitorilor este Sfânta Cruce? Ştim noi 


şi ştiu copiii că Dumnezeu este mult mai puternic 
decât diavolul şi dacă ne însemnăm cu semnul crucii 
nici o vrăjitorie nu poate să ne afecteze? Vrăjile şi 
vrăjitoriile există, dar noi, creştinii, nu trebuie să 
ne pierdem timpul gândindu-ne la ele. Îi avertizim 
pe copii să stea departe de ele, îi învăţăm cum să se 
apere de ele, apoi ne vedem mai departe de viaţa 
noastră creştinească ştiind că Dumnezeu o să aibă 
grijă de noi. 

Imi povestea o bătrână: “odată, când eram mica am 
visat un animal urât care vroia să mă omoare. Când. 
m-am trezit,speriată, i-am spus mamei. Mama mi-a 
zis: «Când mai visezi aşa să-ţi faci semnul crucii.>> 
Nu ştiu cum ţin minte asta şi în somn, dar chiar şi. 
acum, la anii mei, când visez că mă atacă oameni răi 
sau animale urâte, îmi fac, în vis, semnul crucii şi 
urateniile dispar.” 

Fie ca noi şi copiii nostri să nu uităm niciodată 
însemnătatea Crucii şi ajutorul care ne vine de la ea, 
şi în clipele grele să folosim acest semn pentru salvarea 
noastră şi a copiilor noştri. 


AJUTATI-L PE GEORGE! 
www.cuzuc.netfirms.com 


George Cuzuc are doi ani şi şapte luni. In 
primavara lui 2005, a fost diagnosticat cu autism. 
Deşi autismul este considerat in general o boală 
fără leac, totuşi, pentru anumite forme ale sale, 
există tratamente care pot asigura recuperarea 
parţială sau chiar totală a copilului. George sufera 
de o forma atipica de autism, ceea ce îi dă speranţe 
de vindecare. Speranţa lui se numeşte Terapia 
ABA (Applied Behavioral Analysis). 

Mă numesc Mihaela Cuzuc, sunt mama lui 
George, şi, împreună cu soţul meu, Gheorghe, 
preot în satul Mărăşeni, jud. Vaslui, vă adresez 
din sufletele noastre îndurerate de părinţi, apelul 
de a ne ajuta să dăm o şansă copilului nostru. 
Avem nevoie de 15,000 de Euro/an, pe o durată de 
doi ani (cât durează tratamentul), pentru a plăti un 
specialist din Anglia. Din această sumă, avem 
nevoie urgent de 7,000 Euro pentru încheierea 
precontractului şi prima vizită a specialistului care 
să-l evalueze pe George. Până acum, cu ajutorul 
enoriaşilor, al Episcopei Huşilor şi al câtorva 
oameni cu suflet mare, am reuşit să strângem 2,000 
de dolari. Facem apel la toate parohiile ortodoxe 
române din Statele Unite şi Canada să ne ajute, 
dacă pot, printr-o contribuţie cât de mică. Orice 
suma ne poate aduce cu un pas mai aproape de 
visul nostru a ne vedea copilaşul recuperat! 
Dumnezeu să vă binecuvânteze! 

Conturi deschise: Banca Comercială Română 
Vaslui; Titular Cuzuc Gheorghe 

în USD RO23RNCB47000002 19590004; 

în Euro RO50RNCB47000002 19590003; 

COD SWIFT RNCBROBUV SU; 

Tel.: 0235342593; Email: cuzucghe(Qyahoo.com 

Detalii despre George şi pe: www.unesco.8m. 

com/Romch/all.htm; www.desprecopii.com/ 

Apelul despre George Cuzuc a fosi prezentat şi 
la emisiunea religioasă din România “Lumină din 
Lumină”, duminică, 30 oct. a.c. 
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